
SANCTUARY IN A HOSTILE WORLD 
The “group of 5” refugee sponsorship option 

 
 St. Martin’s Church sponsors refugees as a participant in the United of Church of 
Canada’s Sponsorship Agreement Holder arrangement.  As sponsors, St. Martin’s Church is 
responsible for financial and practical support during the first year that refugee(s) are in 
Canada.  An alternate model for refugee sponsorship is known as the “group of 5” sponsorship 
model. 
 
A “Group of 5 (G5)” is defined as: 

 
… five or more Canadian citizens or permanent residents, who are at least 18 years of age, 
who live in the expected community of settlement and have collectively arranged for the 
sponsorship of a refugee living abroad. The Government of Canada website indicates that 
“The five individuals act as guarantors that the necessary support will be provided for the 
full duration of the sponsorship…The financial and non-financial aspects are considered 
collectively, as well as the settlement plan, before the sponsorship is approved.   

 
At least one household in our congregation is participating in a ‘Group of 5” sponsorship.  Kit 
and Al Loewen describe the process to date: 
 

With some old and new friends, we are part of a G5 Sponsorship.  We are working 
together with a Sponsorship Agreement Holder (MCC) who provides critical support to 
our group.  We will be working with MCC to process our sponsorship application and 
settlement plan.  As well, MCC has the infrastructure in place to ensure the Government 
of Canada’s requirements regarding the verification of the refugee(s) status as a refugee 
are met. MCC hosts our donation work so that donations to our group’s effort are 
eligible for charitable income tax receipts and also gives assurances to donors that the 
funds raised are used for refugee sponsorship in the event that our G5 is unable to 
generate sufficient funding for sponsorship (in other words, if we aren’t able to raise 
enough funds for a sponsorship, the monies donated still go towards another refugee 
sponsorship).   
 
We’ve been busy raising the funds for our sponsorship; we’re aiming to sponsor a family 
of four or five.  So, we have to raise one half of the allocated amount to support a family 
for one year.  The funds we raise are then matched, and we can proceed with the 
sponsorship.  We are making progress, and we all agree that the fundraising is likely the 
easiest part of the sponsorship process - once a family has arrived, the real work begins.  
We feel fortunate that we have lots of resourceful people in our circles, and so we feel 
like we’ll muddle through pretty well.   
 

The St. Martin’s Refugee Committee is committed to updating the congregation on many 
components of the refugee resettlement process in Canada.  Watch for further information in 
weeks to come!!  


