
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Martin’s Thanks the Lay Pastoral Visitors and Covid-19 Callers 
 

Prior to the pandemic, the Lay Pastoral Visitors met monthly January to May and 
September to December to review ministry to those unable to attend regular 
worship services due to ill health or transportation issues. They offered the care of 
the congregation to approximately 28 members with monthly visits, meals together, 
phone calls and cards. In 2019, the group successfully conducted three sessions of 
Home Communion to about 68 people in total. It also conducted the “Christmas in a 
Bag” program directed to those unable to come to worship on Christmas Eve. 42 
bags were gifted.   
Since the pandemic began these dedicated volunteers Murray Linnen, Bob 
Anderson, Maureen Keith and Lorraine Forsberg have continued to be in touch with 
their people despite the Covid-19 pandemic restrictions. They have resourcefully 
connected with those in long term care, assisted living and private care homes 
where in person visits are currently restricted. Lorraine and her husband Lynn put 
together the 50 “Christmas in an Envelope” offerings which were mailed to those 
alone or unable to connect with online worship. 
 
Since March 16th, 2020 a team of 24-28 concerned congregation members have been 
calling those in our congregation at risk of isolation from the church. This began 
with folks we knew did not access social media and email. Calls then expanded to 
folks for whom we had an email address but were not sure were receiving the 
weekly Church Chat and online worship, prayer groups and online check in 
information.  Following that, calls were made to folks on our directory we hadn’t 
heard from for awhile or in some cases we didn’t know. This mammoth task, still 
operating more than a year later, has been offered with good humour, a 
compassionate spirit, kind intentions and has been well received. Since the 
pandemic is ever changing, the calls continue to ensure folks remain supported and 
well. Relationships that didn’t exist before have begun to flourish. Some callers 
made arrangements last summer to meet those they called for socially distanced 



outside visits which I know are also being planned for this summer. After we 
resume normal operations many of the callers intend to maintain the close 
connection that have developed going forward.   
So, as we continue in the spirit “National Volunteer Appreciation Week” we are indeed 
grateful to these volunteers for their diligent and spirit filled commitment to the 
vital ministry of pastoral care in our congregation. Thank you!  

St. Martin’s Cares! 
Submitted by Keith Hall May 5th, 2021. 

 
 

 
 

 


