
 

 

 

 

St. Martin’s Thanks “Worship and Outreach Committee’s”  

One could presume that during the 14th months we have been dealing with the COVID-
19 Pandemic that committee work might have ground to a halt but not at St. Martin’s. 
Today we highlight the ongoing work of two more of our hardworking committee’s.  

Worship Support Committee 

The Worship Support committee is responsible for working with the ministry staff to 
provide worship services to St. Martin’s. The work includes arranging for greeters, 
readers, and communion servers, decorating the sanctuary for the first Sunday of 
Advent and removing decorations after Epiphany Sunday. The committee also makes 
recommendations to the Board regarding marriages, baptisms, and church 
membership. It receives and considers worship-related feedback from members of the 
congregation, helping to organize special services. 

This past 14 months has required a change in operation. The committee has continued 
to meet on Zoom to hear worship theme considerations and offer feedback on how to 
make worship meaningful during online services necessary during the pandemic. The 
committee met once in person on October 20 for Advent discussions but returned to 
online meetings and continues to do so to date. In late November, the committee 
decorated the sanctuary and lounge for Advent and Christmas. Their efforts are truly 
appreciated by folks watching online worship.   

Members of the committee are: Marguerite Irvine, Valerie Cameron, Sheila Scott, 
Maureen Zoerb, Bunny Pfeifer, Bonnie Wudrick, Cheryl Thacker, Pat Sonntag, Jordan 
Cantwell (minister liaison) 

Outreach Committee  

The Outreach Committee has also continued its work and with one exception in the fall 
of 2020 continues to meet via Zoom. The committee made a recommendation which 
was eventually passed by the board to establish a Christian Action Discretionary Fund. 
$1000/year will be transferred into this Fund from the Mission Fund to respond to the 
immediate needs of marginalized individuals requesting assistance from the St. Martin’s 
congregation. The ministers will do the necessary professional discernment to address 
requests. 



The committee had a roster of volunteers ready to help with the Integrated Community 
Ministry’s Chop'nChat lunches but with the onset of the pandemic, volunteers could no 
longer help. ICM switched to having their staff prepare take-out lunches for those who 
normally attended. This is still happening and included a “Christmas Feast” in 
December. The committee collected gently used winter clothing in October 2020 and 
were gratified by the number of donations during the pandemic.  

The committee supported and advertised the ICM 10X 10 online auction which 
replaced the regular silent auction and during Advent sold Palestinian products for the 
charitable organization Zatoun. 

The committee hosted an online presentation featuring Keith Simmons, a minister from 
Duncan United Church, who had been to Palestine as an Ecumenical Accompanier. 
Through the auspices of the World Council of Churches, ecumenical accompaniers 
spend time with Palestinian people, walking with them as they go to work and school 
and being some of the eyes of the international community.  

The committee encouraged the Junior Youth Advent project as they collected 77 gifts 
of pyjamas and socks for Haven Kids House (formerly the Crisis Nursery). Great work by 
the junior youth and their leaders! 

2020 Retiring Offering: Once again donations to the Retiring Offering were extremely 
generous, especially considering the church building had been closed since March of 
2020 and special donations had to be made. Donations for 2020 totalled $4,982.50. This 
year the donations were matched twice for a total of $14,947.50 going to support the 
Food Bank! 

The committee supported the work of Jordan, Keith, Don and Brandy to provide 
outreach to the Saskatoon community during the spring and summer of 2020 and to all 
those who made donations. Donations were collected and distributed to Prairie Harm 
Reduction (formerly AIDS Saskatoon), the Lighthouse, St. Martin’s VBS, the Core 
Neighbourhood Youth Co-op, Egadz, Friendship Inn and the Salvation Army. 

This past Sunday was Outreach Sunday with guest preacher Adele Halliday Anti-racism 
and Equity Lead for the United Church of Canada.  

May 27th the committee will host a Food Drive for the Saskatoon Food Bank and 
Learning Centre. In a normal year, a truck from the Food Bank would regularly pull up in 
front of the church to collect our donations of food and clothing. For many months now 
we have not been able to enter the church building. May is the month when the Food 
Bank usually makes an appeal for food by putting a donation bag in mailboxes. Since 
this has not been possible, Outreach decided to organize a St. Martin’s Food Drive by 
inviting you to bring food items to our parking lot on Thursday May 26th between 2 and 
6 when Bob Armstrong’s truck will be ready to receive your gifts.  In case of rain, you 
can bring your donations to the front door of the church. Most needed items are listed 
in the chat and the Messenger.  



Member of the committee are Judy Thomson, Kathryn Sarauer, Katie Curtis, Pat Turner, 
Pat Walker, Tricia Flavel and Maureen McPherson.  

So, as we continue in the spirit “National Volunteer Appreciation Week” we are 
indeed grateful to these volunteers for their diligent and spirit filled commitment 
to the vital worship and outreach ministries our congregation. Thank you!  

St. Martin’s Cares! 
Submitted by Keith Hall May 19th, 2021. 
 
 


