
 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Martin’s Thanks the Board 
Under the leadership of Chairperson Randy Cline, the board of St. Martin’s did a 
pivot in March of 2020 from in person meetings to the Zoom online platform. This 
swift response meant that the significant business of the church was not 
interrupted and that new considerations related to our pandemic response 
could be addressed. The Annual Congregational meeting scheduled for March 
of 2020 was cancelled and with resources and allowances created by the 
national church the business of the congregation continued with adaptations 
and reshaping.  

In January 2021, the board decided two hold two Zoom congregational 
meetings, the first in late January to celebrate the ongoing ministries of our 
church despite the pandemic and the second in May to look primarily at 
finances. Both meeting garnered good attendance and important information 
was articulated to those in attendance using a succinct and well-developed 
approach.  

At the May meeting, Randy ended his term as chairperson, moving into the past 
chair’s position. We want to thank him for his calm, patient and committed 
leadership to St. Martin’s during a most difficult time in our collective history.  

At that same meeting, Jennifer Janzen-Ball began her term as board chair. We 
wish her well in her new position as she shepherds the board and congregation 
out of this time into the new normal that will exist post pandemic.  

We are most grateful for both of these fine leaders and are blessed by their 
presence.  

We are also grateful for retiring board members Marguerite Irvine and Bob 
McPherson for the longer than expected service.  We thank you for your years of 
assistance and wish you a well-deserved time of rest and rejuvenation.  

Finally, sincere thanks to the remaining board members set to face the 
challenges that this year will bring. We are grateful for your passionate 



commitment to the St. Martin’s Community. They are Pat Sonntag, Kathy 
Schmidtz, Mavis McPhee, Maureen McPherson, Joel Yurach, Elizabeth 
Williamson, Katie Curtis and Don Cook.  

 

St. Martin’s Thanks Ministry by Phone  
Poised to begin its spring phoning session, Ministry by Phone was cancelled in 
April 2020 due to the pandemic. Under the deft leadership of Pat Stuart, the 
ministry was able to pivot and using an adapted format offered the fall session 
November 10-December 7th, 2020. Many long standing and dedicated ministry 
by phone volunteers returned to enliven the ministry with their passionate 
commitment. This session was very successful and the connection with the 
church seemed all the more essential at the time. Much positive feedback and 
appreciation came forward to senior leadership, the worship team, caretaker, 
office administrator and ministry staff. Folk in need in our community were also 
identified and assistance was provided.  

In January, as planning for the spring 2021 session began, Blanche Johnston 
joined the ministry and she and Pat created a formidable planning team. In a 
relatively short time, volunteers were confirmed, new folks recruited, and 
orientation provided online or over the phone. The session, currently in progress, 
began May 12th and runs until June 12th.  

Phoners will be contacting the congregation, not to ask you for money or to 
volunteer but to simply find out how you are, whether St. Martin's is feeding your 
spirit during these difficult days and if you have any concerns that can be 
brought forward to the ministry team and senior leadership. While the phoners 
are talking to you, a host of prayer mates will be offering prayers for you and 
your phoner. We hope you will receive these calls with prayerful grace. If you 
have questions or concerns about this ministry, please contact Blanche, Pat or 
staff liaison Keith Hall.  

 

So, as we continue in the spirit of “National Volunteer Appreciation Week” we 
are indeed grateful to these many volunteers for their diligent and spirit filled 
commitment to the vital worship and outreach ministries of our congregation. 
Thank you!  

St. Martin’s Cares! 
 
Submitted by Keith Hall May 26th, 2021. 
 


