
Good morning everyone.  I read the news today... oh boy.  Actually it was earlier this week but
I couldn't help but use an opening line with a Beatles reference.  Early last week I saw in the 
news that the final report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission has been issued.  It's a 
pretty historic event.  The commission began its work in 2008, finishing its research and 
investigation 7 years later.  During that time the commission collected a wealth of personal 
accounts of the horrible actions committed under the direction of the Canadian government, in
its implementation of the residential school system.  Many terrible details slowly came to light 
as the process progressed.

Well, the completion of the work and the issuing of this final report is a moment for us to 
consider where we are on this journey of truth and reconciliation.  The truth has been 
gathered and documented.  It's only now that we can consider the second half of its mandate,
which is for us to work toward reconciliation.  Having finally, fully, and publicly come to 
understand what happened, and how a society had been systematically destroyed, leaving 
them in a terrible terrible situation, we can now begin the process of helping to rebuild, to 
reconcile and to grow together.  The reconciliation phase requires a different mindset than the
truth phase.

The report they produced is 4,000 pages long, so I don't know just how many of us will 
undertake to read the raw text of it, but the essence of its truths must be widely shared.  The 
articles I read recently, stressed the importance of education, to the understanding of those 
past events, their long-lasting effect, and how it'll take even more time in the future to repair 
the damage.  Spreading this finally established truth through education is the necessary next 
step.

To absorb this education, which for many of us is a pretty new, pretty recent piece of 
knowledge, we need to open our minds.  We need to be ready to work together and help each
other as we come together....  hey, another Beatles reference.... I didn't plan it this way... but 
come together as two peoples who want to right a past wrong.  When I think about opening 
our minds, I think of a lesson I frequently  try to impress upon my kids – these are 2 siblings 
that often provoke each other, wilfully exclude each other, and never seem okay coming down
to each other's level. I remind the kids to consider that we're all on one team.  It's like we're 
teammates in the game of life.  If you're playing a game and your teammate makes a mistake,
you don't berate them for it, you help them around it.  If your teammate that you're relying on 
lets you down, you let them know you were there for them and you will be again.  You 
celebrate each other's successes, and cope together with each other's setbacks.  You build 
trust through patience, listening, and giving.  And by practicing together and learning from 
each other.  This builds strong teams, and in this case, it bonds societies that in the past have
been at odds with one another.  Through this open mindset of patience, acceptance, and 
inclusive teamwork, we can undertake the important future task of reconciliation, now that the 
truth is told.

Of course I have to finish with one more Beatles lyric reference:  When the brokenhearted 
people, living in the world agree, THERE will be an answer, let it be.


