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St. Martin’s Advent Newsletter
Coming Home for Christmas
“I’ll be home for Christmas.” It’s a Bing Crosby hit song (1943) and a Walt Disney
movie (1998). And it’s a thought that makes us feel all warm and fuzzy. Or at least
it’s supposed to.
Not everyone is filled with cheer at the thought. For many, extended time with
family members awakens tensions. And others – those whose parents or grandparents have recently moved, for example – are no longer sure where “home” is.
In the Bible, the Christmas story isn’t about home at all. Jesus was born while his
parents were on the road, and it was weeks (Gospel of Luke) or years (Gospel of
Matthew) before they found their way back home again.
Nevertheless, homecoming is an important theme in the Bible, never more so than
in the later chapters of the book of Isaiah (sometimes called “second Isaiah”). This
Advent, the lectionary readings are drawn from second Isaiah, and we will spend
time on those Sundays exploring what homecoming means for ourselves and for
others – and most importantly, how “coming home for Christmas” speaks to us
God’s words of Advent hope, peace, joy and love.

Board Chair
This is a busy time of year, and we are busy in our church, as individuals, committees, and
the board. This has gotten me thinking about how much we are running around “doing”
things in our society, and how little time we are just “being”. I often find myself when I go
to work thinking “what do I have to do today?” On weekends, what do I have to do this
weekend? Of course I feel guilty when I don’t do the things I am trying to finish for myself
or other people.
This got me thinking about self care and how little our society seems to value it. Self care
can take many forms, from meditation or intentional stillness, to curling up with a good
book, TV show or movie, to spending time with a friend. Where does our faith life come
in to self care? We have all been given as many “get out of guilt free” cards as you need.
This gift of God is there, all you have to do it accept it, and there is the challenge.
I encourage you all during this Advent season to spend some time in self care. Put down
the “to do” list and simply be. Use a “get out of guilt free” card and accept the grace that
is given to all of us. Then help someone else accept the same grace and guilt free feeling.
~ Ken Glover, Board Chair
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LAY PASTORAL VISITORS

MINISTRY BY PHONE

This dedicated group of people has taken on
the responsibility of providing a monthly
contact for those congregation members
unable to attend worship or church functions
due to age, ill health, transportation issues and
others. We also arrange for weekly mailings to
those who can’t get to church with a bulletin
and Messenger. Our newest initiative has been
the co-ordination and facilitation of the Home
Communion Ministry. The next occurrence of
Home Communion will be December 10th. The
group meets once a month to share how the
visits have gone and to look for new ways of
bringing the church community to these
people. If you have time and willingness to
donate a couple of hours a month to this
important pastoral initiative of our church,
please contact Keith at 306.343.7101.

At this time of writing, Ministry by Phone
has almost finished its fall session. The
Ministry by Phone team was pleased to
welcome two new phoners and a new
prayermate to the group, as some
previous participants decided to "retire"
or take a break. As always, we were
blessed by the presence of our many
returning phoners and prayermates.
If you are new to St. Martin's and did not
receive a call or message during this fall's
phoning session, please contact the
church office to ensure that we don't
miss you in the spring! The spring 2015
session will likely begin in April.
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Sunday November 30
~ Regular Worship—9:30 and 11 am
~ Senior Youth Group Poinsettia Sale
Wednesday December 3
~ Community Potluck Supper—5:30 pm,
followed by Wednesday Worship
Saturday December 6
~ Christmas Tea and Bake Sale 2-4 pm
Sunday December 7
~ Advent Worship—9:30 and 11:00 am
~ Senior Youth Group Poinsettia Sale
~ Sounds of the Season Concert 7:00 pm
Sunday December 14
~ Children Leading Worship
—9:30 and 11:00 am
Sunday, December 14
~ Hard to be Merry Service
—7 pm Lounge
Sunday December 21 ~ Advent Worship—9:30 and 11:00 am
Wednesday December 24 Christmas Eve
~ Worship for Children—5:30 pm
~ Candlelight Family Worship—7:30 pm
~ Candlelight Communion Service—10:30 pm
Sunday December 28 ~ Pajama Sunday—9:30 am
Sunday January 4 ~ Communion Sunday—9:30 and 11:00 am
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CHILDREN’S MINISTERIES
Christmas is a special time for all of us and it is especially special
for children! Please join us for the following events:
Pre-Christmas Party! On Saturday, Nov. 29 from 2 to
4pm join us as we make Christmas gifts, decorate Christmas
cookies, make a craft and sing Christmas carols. Just the thing to
get you in the mood for this sacred season! No cost.
“A Frozen Christmas” - During worship on December 14
(at the 9:30 and 11am services) our children will be presenting our annual Christmas
pageant. Come and experience this original play! Children are invited to participate in
practices during worship on November 30 and December 7.
Jesus’ Birthday Party - On Sunday December 21 during Bible Adventures at the
9:30 and 11am services we will have a birthday party for Jesus with treats and games.
A Christmas Eve service for children – December 24 at 5:30pm is your chance to
experience Christmas as a child. Children of all ages are welcome to worship with us and
understand why it is such a special night. Warning – this service may be noisy and messy!
~ Darren Wooff

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP POINSETTIA SALE
The fundraising sale for Senior Youth Group begins Sunday, Nov 28th....Pick up your
holiday poinsettias on November 30th or December 7, 2014. A variety of plants will be
available at the Poinsettia table in the front lounge on Sundays as well as from Keith in the
office during the weeks between. Funds generated will be used to cover costs of several senior
youth initiatives during the summer of 2015.
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ST. MARTIN’S REFUGEE COMMITTEE
Refugee News has been deleted to protect the privacy of our refugee families.
Please see the paper copy at the church to get this information

~ Brian Walton
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
The CE committee would like to wish our St. Martin’s family a peaceful, joyous Advent and
Christmas season. When the excitement is over, the decorations put away and winter stretches
endlessly before you... consider joining us for these workshops:
Yoga – January 24th 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
All ages Drumming event - February
Lenten Bible Study – February/March
All ages Art workshop – May
Watch for Messenger notices for details as they become available.
We are still looking for CE committee members. This committee doesn’t require a lot of your
time, just your ideas – perfect for a busy someone who would like to get involved! If you are
interested, please contact any committee member, Darren, or Brenda in the office.
~ Joanne Kerslake

PRESBYTERY—ADVENT 2014
St. Martin’s is part of the wider United Church. Locally, St. Martin’s is a member of River
Bend Presbytery in Saskatchewan Conference. At Presbytery, lay and ministry representatives
from local churches meet regularly to oversee the work of those churches within the United
Church.
You Presbytery representatives, Nancy Pike, Frank Pike and Cathy Anderson participate in these
meetings as well as wider church activities within the Presbytery and Conference.
The Comprehensive Review Task Group is coming close to completing its task. All the data has
been collected and it has moved into the writing/recommendation stage. This will be presented to
General Council Executive in the spring, and then taken to General Council next summer.
Saskatchewan Conference will be holding an annual meeting next year in Lanigan from May 28th to
31st.
If you want to learn more about the wider church, speak to one of your presbytery representatives, or visit the Saskatchewan Conference website at http://www.sk.united-church.ca/ or the
national church website at http://www.united-church.ca/. Links are also available on our
website: http://stmartinsuc.com
~ Cathy Anderson, Nancy Pike, Frank Pike
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FELLOWSHIP BELLS
Our choir is delighted to be back ringing the bells this fall! We have been off to a
busy start as we work on some new repertoire. It should be a little easier to work on
Christmas music now that there is at least a little snow on the ground!
The choir shared their musical talents during both services on Sunday, October 19th
and will be performing at the November 30th services as well. It is great to see how
supportive the congregation is when the handbells perform. Our choir is also looking forward to performing at the Sounds of the Season Concert on December 7th.
Listening to the handbells playing Christmas music is always a great way to get into
the Christmas spirit!
Our rehearsals continue to be on Tuesday evening from 6 – 7:15 pm and we are
always looking for any new ringers who may be interested in joining us!
~Tara Gallant & Cara Wilson

SANCTUARY CHOIR - "THOSE WHO SING, PRAY TWICE"
With Advent and the Christmas season approaching please know that the
SANCTUARY CHOIR ...
welcomes "Seasonal" singers who would like to join us in the music celebration
of this special time. We know that in this singing congregation at St. Martin's,
there are those who are unable to make a full year commitment to weekly practice
and Sunday worship, but would enjoy singing the wonderful music associated with
this joyous time of year.
Your Sanctuary Choir will be thrilled to have you sing with us through this Advent
and Christmas season. You too, can be a part of this dedicated and fun choral
group as we bring back the spirit and carols of Christmas.
Practices are Thursdays at 7:30 p.m., and of course Sundays at the 9:30 a.m. service.
Please come! Consider this a musical Christmas gift to yourself and our Church!
"O Come All Ye Faithful!" and celebrate!
~ Betty Lou Curtis
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AFFIRMING ACTION GROUP
ADVENT 2014
St. Martin’s is an affirming congregation. As an affirming
congregation, we “publicly affirm that diversity is truly a gift of
God and that all people belong here”. The Affirming Action
Group works to make that a reality in our community and
beyond.
We continue to provide a regular “Affirming” moment during worship to
increase the congregation’s awareness of these issues, and to hopefully
encourage discussion.
The action group is thrilled to welcome Pat Stuart as chairperson. Pat brings
strong skills and passion to this work and we are excited to have her. At its
most recent meeting in November, the Action Group brainstormed possible
workshop ideas as well as ways to broaden our communication.
Affirming Action Group members:
Pat Stuart (chair) , Kit Loewen, James Cook, James Bykowy, Jordyn Hall,
and Keith Hall (staff).
If you have any questions or comments, speak to any one of the steering group
members, or email us at affirm@stmartinsuc.com

GREETINGS FROM THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE
The themes of peace, love, hope and respect are still vivid from our
involvement in Remembrance Day ceremonies. It seems the
transition to Advent activities is not that difficult. We want the
same themes to be our foundation as we prepare for Christ’s
birthday amid the sparkle and glitz that surrounds us.
May you find a place at St. Martin’s Church that soothes your soul
over the coming weeks.
Along with the 9:30 am and 11:00 am services, you may now
worship on Wednesday after a complementary pizza supper at 5:00
pm. Activities for children are offered.
~ Valerie Cameron, Chair
Worship Committee
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OUTREACH ADVENT NEWSLETTER
St. Martin’s has a reputation for generously helping some of Saskatoon’s less fortunate citizens. In
preparation for Advent the committee organised the collection of warm winter clothing between the
26th of October and the 9th of November and as usual you delivered – THANK YOU. We half filled the
Lounge as we sorted and packed the clothing into different types for men, women, and children. On
the 10th of November we delivered to the Lighthouse and AIDS Saskatoon 15 large garbage bags and
boxes, which contained more than 50 winter coats, about 100 items of warm fleeces, pullovers, jackets, etc., an amazing range of toques, scarves, mitts, and socks, and a few pairs of winter boots. We
were warmly thanked by people at both places. They obviously greatly appreciated your generosity to
help them stay a little warmer throughout the Advent season.
There are three other ways that you can help.

Hampers for AIDS Saskatoon
We will be collecting nutritious food, personal care items, and gifts to families affected by HIV from
November 16th to November 30th (the first Sunday in Advent). The list of suggested items is a long one
and is posted on the fireplace and on the Outreach Bulletin Board. Items may be placed in the boxes
to the right of the fireplace in the lounge. The collection will be delivered to AIDS Saskatoon in the first
week of December, and they will prepare 100 hampers which will vary according to the needs of each
family. We hope that we can brighten the Advent season for families that are affected by this chronic
disease.

The Advent Tree
During the first week of December there will be an Advent tree in the lounge that we will decorate
with presents to help The Lighthouse Supported Living project (located on the corner of 20th Street and
2nd Avenue S). The Lighthouse offers emergency housing for both men and women; supported living
suites; and independent, affordable housing. They have asked us for new warm winter socks, toques,
mitts and scarves for both men and women. Please give generously to provide comfort and warmth to
many who are marginalized in our society.

Saskatoon Food Bank and Learning Centre
Most of you will be aware that the retiring offering (given in a basket by the door of the sanctuary)
after communion each month is given to the Food Bank. Our offerings this year total about $2855,
about half what we collected last year, so please give generously on December 7th. We hope that our
yearly donation will be matched again this year.
THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR SUPPORT
~ Dick Neal on behalf of the Outreach Committee

BAND TOGETHER:
The band has enjoyed a fun and faithful few months of collaborating
together on rehearsing and presenting worship music. Our rehearsal time is
now Wednesday nights at 7pm. We welcome back Kristina Hughes and we
are excited that Jane McMurtry will be back with us in December. We look
forward to sharing in the Sounds of the Season concert on December 7.
~ Lori Cline Flath

CONTEMPORARY SINGERS
The fall season has been a time for the choir to regroup after the summer hiatus. With some new faces and a lot of new
repertoire we are glad to be back singing together and the enthusiasm shows. We are looking forward to taking part in
the “Sounds of the Season” fund-raising concert, December 7th, 2014 as well as to having you experience the beauty of our
Christmas repertoire which we have been rehearsing for weeks.
We remain most grateful for our incredible accompanist, Erin Tempel whose beautiful playing inspires us all. Sincere
thanks to Betty Lou Agnew for her fine music leadership on organ. This church is so blessed to have such talented and
committed musicians who week by week by week move us with their musical ability.
If you have a burning desire to sing with this upbeat and fun-loving group of people come check us
out. We rehearse every Tuesday at 7:15p.m. and would be glad to have you drop by. We would like to
wish the members of the St. Martin’s congregation a Happy and Blessed Christmas Season and a very
best in 2015.

NEWS FROM ALERCES . . .
Wow, time runs so fast when you are having activities everyday.
Alerces has been very busy lately. Taking advantage of the great weather, we went for a field trip to
Tierra del Sol, Western Development Museum, Frances Morrison Library and Evan Hardy Collegiate.
A specialist visits us to talk about healthy food.
Space project, Jungle animals, Trains and Spiders were our last projects.
Felipe came back on November 12th. The United Way joined us in preparing a big welcome home
at Alerces. Media came to cover the event; the United Way people as well.
We have been part of Random act of Kindness day, delivering bookmarks and potatoes from the
garden to our neighbors. We baked cookies for The Lighthouse.
Peace’s week was our next event. We talked about people that work for the peace, peace process
and activities that encourage the peace. Our winter celebration and potluck is on December 12th,
and children are preparing a big show with Spanish songs for their families.
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LONG RANGE PLANNING
The Annual Fruit and Corn Fundraiser raised a total of $1422 this year which includes the
$410 raised at the Corn Roast. We are attempting to find alternate means to sell the fruit
next year, as I am stepping down as the prime organizer for the program. I will still be
involved but to a lesser degree. The Corn Roast is set for Welcome Back Sunday on
September 13, 2015.
We have committed to organize a new church photo directory in 2016, as that will mark
five years since the previous distribution.
We are investigating the interest in reforming the St. Martin's Men’s Group.
We are also researching different means of church governance and will discuss its
relevance to St. Martin's.
~ Submitted by Andrew Pawlovich - Chairperson

PROPERTY COMMITTEE ~ Ken Turner, Bob Anderson, *Gord McMurtry, Michael Lockerbie,
Allan McPhee, Brian Dennis, Michael Webster (staff liaison)
It has been an exciting year for the property committee. We dealt with a leaky boiler and
a leak in the roof at the back entrance which resulted in damage to Brenda's office and the
area around the back entrance. This all paled in comparison to having a car take out our
elevator. There were a couple of instances of vandalism which resulted in a couple of
broken windows. Normal maintenance included replacement of both water heaters and a
toilet. Floors upstairs and downstairs where stripped and waxed.
On a day to day basis Corrinne faithfully takes care of our building and we thank her for
her daily good work. We would also like to say “thank-you” to Ralph Reid who stepped in
on short notice and built us additional "chair dollies" so that we no longer have to stack
the chairs so high.
As November draws to a close we are glad to be able to report that the "hatches are
battened down" and we are ready for winter. We are thankful that the congregation has
been proactive in taking steps to ensure that our building gets the TLC that it needs.
Specifically, we are thankful that the congregation has started a building finance initiative
and a building committee charged with addressing the major areas of need.
~ In fellowship, Gord McMurtry (Chair)
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Card and Board Games
~ a small, but enthusiastic, group continues to meet in the Church Lounge from 1:30 to
3:30 pm on the Second Tuesday of each month from September to May. Choose
between the games of Bridge, Whist, Spades, Cribbage or the board games of Scrabble,
Tile Rummy, Triominos or Chess. Then relax & enjoy a cup of tea or coffee & other
refreshments.
Newcomers are always welcome. Call Dorothy Dryden at 306-374-4097 for further
information.
~ Dorothy Dryden

M & P COMMITTEE UPDATE FOR ADVENT NEWSLETTER
This advent season, we would like to take the opportunity to highlight the work of our
two staff members, Brenda Bellenie-Wynne and Corrinne Clark-Dennis, and to thank
them for the wonderful service they provide to St. Martins. We are very blessed to have
such great staff.
This September marked Brenda’s fifth anniversary in her role as office administrator. We
have been so blessed to have Brenda’s caring and diligent assistance in keeping the
administrative side of the church in order. Many, both in our congregation and in the
community, can remember times when Brenda has gone the extra mile to make sure
their event at the church has been a success. Brenda supports our ministers as well, and
they often note how thankful they are for her support, positive attitude, encouragement
and integrity.
We also continue to celebrate with Corrinne, our caretaker, and Brian Dennis as they
begin their married life together. Both Corrinne and Brian have put many hours of work
into making sure our church and grounds are well-maintained and operating. Corrinne
is one who likes to work behind the scenes and delights in doing a good job. Again, our
ministers also note how blessed they are to have Corrinne on staff.
Special thanks also go to Melina for her office work on Fridays. Melina has been very
kind to share her story with all of us and we are very thankful that she has chosen to
make our church part of her life. We are well-served through her assistance.
This advent season, if you have an opportunity to interact with any of these three
women, we hope you are able to take a moment and thank them for their contributions
to making our church a safe and loving place.
Merry Christmas to all,
~ The M&P Committee
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