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Fall 2015 Theme: 

Faith Seeking Understanding 

My recent reading includes a book in which people who have left the church explain why. 

The reason was seldom about abuse or anything so dramatic. Instead, they complained 

about church hierarchies, established patriarchy, teachings that are blatantly anti-gay or 

anti-science, and especially, claims by differing denominations that only they had exclusive 

access to the truth. Fair enough – I’m not very happy about those things either. 

What struck me was how poorly understood were the church teachings that were being 

rejected. For instance, almost everyone interviewed said the churches they left behind 

taught that God is angry and judgemental. Well, I know churches like that exist, but I was 

still surprised by the extent to which bad theology (or vaguely understood theology) caus-

es many people not to leave one denomination and find another one, but to abandon 

church altogether. 

The author – a Presbyterian minister from Ohio named Linda Mercadante – convinced me 

of the importance of explaining Christian beliefs so that those who attend on Sunday 

mornings have a good grasp of the basics. And most importantly, how those ancient teach-

ings can be understood in today’s world.  

So that will be this autumn’s project – to talk about big topics like prayer and sin and salva-

tion and the nature of God and Jesus. The idea is not to tell you what you are supposed to 

believe, but rather to carve out some handholds on what you can believe.  

The theme title, Faith Seeking Understanding, dates back almost 1,000 years to an innova-

tive Benedictine abbot named Anselm (1033-1109). It has been adopted ever since by 

Christians who are curious about exactly what our faith represents and what that may say 

about how to live our lives. 

Please join us on Sunday mornings this fall. 



Mark Your Calendar…..  

Here is just a sample of the wide range of events scheduled for the fall and early winter in 
this community. Watch the weekly messenger and the website for other events for which 
details had not been finalized at the time of this printing.  

*** If you are hoping to hold an event please book space and times with Sandra our Office 
Administrator. This building is extremely busy with church and community events. Don’t 
assume space is available and book early for best results.  

** Welcome Back Sunday is on September 13th, 2015.  Worship, communion and re-
newed community at 9:30 am and 11:00 am! Come and enjoy worship, refreshments and 
fresh corn to eat and for sale provided by the Quest Mexico fundraising group. Bouncy 
castle for the kids too!! 

** UCW Potluck Supper September 15th6:00 pm 

** Lay Pastoral Visitors 9:00 a.m. September 16th.  

** Prayer Shawl Ministry Fall Kickoff Meeting will be held on September 17th at 7:00 pm 

**Blessing of the Backpacks September 20th at both services 

** First Official Board Meeting September 24th at 7:00 pm 

** Ministry by Phone begins October 13. 

Kickoff Potluck 6:00 pm on October 8th. 

**St. Martin’s Christmas Tea and Bake Sale are being held on December 5th 

** The Sounds of the Season Concert will be on the Sunday December 6th, at 7:00 p.m. 
Come and enjoy friends, food and the music of the season.  



Christian Education Committee 

It is our hope that you’ve all had a restful summer, and are ready to get back to St Martin’s regular rou-

tine.  We’re excited about the lineup of educational events we have planned for 2015/2016, but WE NEED 

HELP!  Please consider volunteering your time and talents to the Christian Education committee.  We only 

meet for an hour every couple of months – it’s a very low-key commitment and an excellent way to get 

involved in your church community!  Please contact Darren Wooff or Joanne Kerslake 

(jw.kerslake@sasktel.net or 306-978-0833) for more information. 

Proposed activities for this church year include: 

Fall book study led by Keith ‘Buffalo Shout, Salmon Cry’ 

Advent Afternoon – family social event including crafts, cookie decorating, Stations of Faith 

A discussion about Islam 

Darren’s ‘Guided Tour of the Bible’ 

Yoga, Prayer and Meditation workshops 

Watch the messenger for more information about these events! 

Welcome from the Worship Committee 

With new beginnings,  brings the joy of seeing folks we have not worshipped with for a few months. Thanks 
to the staff and congregation who have met to support each other in faith and friendship over the summer. 
By combining our efforts, we have included people from  Nutana Park Mennonite Church in a well attended 
outdoor service and welcomed those from Grace Westminster to a joint service the first Sunday in August. 

The format of two services will resume Sunday, September 13th.  We will continue to provide Greeters, 
Offering Collectors, Readers and Communion Servers for each service. We invite the congregation to contact 
any one of our committee with suggestions or comment regarding the worship services, or to volunteer for 
these positions. 

We were saddened to receive the resignation of Val Cameron as chair. We thank her for her excellent lead-
ership.  Each member of the committee will now take turns chairing the meetings. 

Our Committee consists of Helen Hill, Ron Fleming, Marguerite Irvine. Maureen Zoerb, Bunny Pfeifer, and 
Michael Webster.  

Valerie Cameron—Past Chairperson 
Bunny Pfeifer—Board Representative 

mailto:jw.kerslake@sasktel.net


Lay Pastoral Visitors 2015-2016 

These dedicated congregation members; Esther Edmonds, Lorraine Forsberg and Myrna King have 
taken on the responsibility of providing a monthly contact for those congregation members unable to 
attend worship or church functions due to age, ill health, transportation issues and others. Long-time visitor 
Geri Janow retired in the spring after many years of dedicated service. Thanks to her for her commitment 
and pastoral presence.  

We are currently looking for two new Lay Pastoral Visitors to bring the spirit of the St. Martins Com-
munity to those unable to be present. 

The group meets once a month to share how their visits 
have gone and to look for new ways of bringing the church com-
munity to these people. If you would have time to donate a cou-
ple of hours a month to this important pastoral initiative of our 
church please contact Keith at 343-7101 or email at 
keith@stmartinsuc.com; The first meeting of the fall will be held 

on September 16th  at 9:00 am. Hope to see you there. 

Prayer Shawl 

This is a ministry that touches the hearts of so many; those that knit or crochet the shawls, the congre-

gation that blesses the shawls and those that receive the shawls. 

The blessing of the shawls takes place the first Sunday of each month during communion and are given 

out to those who are sick or grieving and at baptisms and celebrations. 

We would like to thank the congregation and others for your donations 

of yarn and to remind you we are always in need of more yarn. 

If you have someone you would like to give a prayer shawl to please 

contact the Ministry Staff or myself. 

We welcome those who are interested in becoming part of this minis-

try to our meetings which take place the third Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm. Our first meeting this fall 

will be September 17th, 2015. 

THANK YOU St. Martin’s for being a part of this ministry 

Esther Edmonds 

306-477-8013 edmonds@sasktel.net 

mailto:keith@stmartinsuc.com


Ministry and Personnel Committee Report 

It is now September and the beginning of a new season at St. Martin’s. I am always excited to see the 
congregation swell and all of the families come back to worship together in the fall. All of our ministers 
took holidays during the summer and are feeling more rested and ready to continue with us on our    
spiritual journeys.  

Thanks go to Darren and Keith for their ministerial work during the summer and also to Darryl Woods of 
Grace Westminster United Church for leading worship in August. Thanks also to Sandra and Corrinne for 
their work throughout the summer. Sandra just joined our staff in January, but she has quickly learned 
the ropes and fits in very naturally. Sandra had the pleasure of visiting Brenda Bellenie-Wynne in B.C. 
this summer and Brenda sends her greetings to everyone.  

Corrinne Clark-Dennis has decided to resign in October, so we are looking for a new caretaker.  We have 
been very blessed to have Corrinne keep our church clean and maintained for the past four years. Many 
of us have got to know Corrinne and have really appreciated her dedication and assistance. We also owe 
a big thank you to Corrinne’s husband, Brian Dennis, for all of his volunteer help. The good news is that 
Corrinne and Brian plan to contine as part of our St. Martin’s family as congregation members.  

At this time I want to also thank Jean Nahachewsky who recently resigned from our committee. Jean’s 
insight and experience has been of great assistance in our committee’s deliberations for the past six 
years, and she will definitely be missed.  

In addition to our usual work, this fall the M&P committee will be: reviewing which positions should re-
ceive honoraria, and determining how and when to adopt the new compensation model for our minis-
ters. We are also looking for new members, so hopefully if you are one of the congregation who is 
tapped on the shoulder and asked to join the committee, you will be interested in 
checking us out.  

Sincerely, 

M & P Committee 

Beth Williamson (chair), Kali Brazier-Tompkins, Dean Carey, Earle Newton, Nancy Pike 

Darren’s Blog 

The word Blog is short for “web log”. I’ve been working on writing articles, prayers and sermons to 
my blog to provoke interest and discussion on spirituality and the church. If you are interested please 
check out the blog at http://stmartinsuc-darren.blogspot.ca/ You can also click on the blog link from our 
church website: www.stmartinsuc.com If you have any suggestions for upcoming topics, please let me 
know at darren@stmartinsuc.com 
Facebook 

If you have a Facebook account, why not like St. Martin’s? There are photos and news you can only 

find there. You can find us at www.facebook.com/stmartinsuc 

http://www.stmartinsuc.com
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Presbytery Representative Report 

St. Martin’s is part of the wider United Church.  Locally, St. Martin’s is a member of River-
bend Presbytery in Saskatchewan Conference.  At Presbytery, lay and ministry representa-
tives from local churches meet regularly to oversee the work of those churches within the 
United Church.  

You Presbytery representatives, Nancy Pike, Frank Pike, Jerilyn Robertson, and Cathy Ander-
son participate in these meetings as well as wider church activities within the Presbytery 
and Conference. 

This has been a busy summer for the United Church.  General Council met in Cornerbrook , 
Newfoundland in August. This was a very important meeting as delegates worked hard look-
ing at the future of our church.  To learn more about this meeting, watch this video  

Another important part of this meeting was the nomination of a new moderato r- Jordan 
Cantwell, who is a minister within our own presbytery! 

 If you want to learn more about the wider church, speak to one of your presbytery repre-
sentatives, or  visit the Saskatchewan Conference website at http://www.sk.united-
church.ca/  or the national church website at   http://www.united-church.ca/.    

Links are also available on our website:  http://stmartinsuc.com 

Cathy Anderson 

James 2:14-17 

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but 
do not have works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked 
and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep 
warm and eat your fill’, and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, 
what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

https://youtu.be/4EphaaTyF5s
http://www.sk.united-church.ca/
http://www.sk.united-church.ca/
http://www.united-church.ca/
http://stmartinsuc.com


Finance & Stewardship Committee 

Handbell Choir 

We are excited to be beginning another year of handbells at St. Martin’s.  The Fellowship Handbell Choir 
will be starting rehearsals on Tuesday September 15th at 6pm and continuing at that time every week.  It’s 
never fun when summer comes to an end but knowing that we have our weekly rehearsals to look for-
ward to makes it a little easier. 

The choir made huge steps last year in musicality and ringing technique and we are excited to continue 
that growth into this year.  We’ve been able to get some new music that should keep things fun for every-
one.  We are always looking for new members and encourage anyone who thinks they might like to give 
handbell ringing a try to come to one of our September rehearsals.  Everyone is welcome from beginner 
to expert and no previous handbell experience is required.  If you have any questions you can contact 
Tara at tara.gallant@shaw.ca or Cara at wilco99@shaw.ca 

Gracias!! Thank you!! 

Merci!! Danke!! 

No matter how we say it, we’re thank-
ful for all the great people who do so 
much around our church home. A tip 
of the St. Martin’s hat to all who 
helped out with our summer services, 
whether as greeters, readers or gen-
eral all-round helpers. Special appreci-
ation is extended to Dianne Young, 
Kerry Agnew, Betty Lou Agnew, Randy 
Cline and Anne McGilp for filling in as 
our summer musicians. Your talent 
and flexibility was greatly appreciated.  

Thanks for pitching in; we wouldn’t 
be St. Martin’s without you. 

Little Voices United 

It is the time of the year when we long to set 

our schedules and start new and exciting pro-

jects. All children ages 4—10 are invited to 

sing in our church choir that meets from 

10:30 to 11:00 in the basement between ser-

vices. We typically sing once a month. There 

will be sign-up and activities on Welcome 

Sunday, September 13th.  

If you have questions, please contact Andrea 

Pittman @ 306-477-1762 or email 

pittman@spsd.sk.ca 

Band Together  

Band Together is a musical group that enjoys the challenges presented by the rapid rhythms and soar-

ing melodic lines of our repertoire. We tackle a wide range of styles that includes contemporary church 

music, country, gospel, spirituals and pop/rock. Our band helps lead worship every second Sunday dur-

ing the 11:00am service. This fall our group will meet on Wednesday nights at 7:15pm in the sanctuary. 

Our first rehearsal will take place on September 9th. We are looking for new members, both vocalists 

and instrumentalists (guitar, bass, violin, or any other instrument you think might be a fun fit for our 

band)! If you would like to help us lead worship through upbeat and meaningful music, please contact 

Lori Cline Flath at 306-649-2838 or loriclineflath@gmail.com. 

x-apple-data-detectors://1
x-apple-data-detectors://1
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Contemporary Singers 2015-2016 

This upbeat and fun group of singers welcomes you to its membership for the new church year. We re-
hearse Tuesday nights at 7:15 pm – 9:00 pm in the church and sing three Sundays a month. We concen-
trate on alternative, contemporary and gospel music with an emphasis on fun and community. No previ-
ous choral experience is necessary. . .so if you can sing, want to have fun and can attend rehearsals. . 
.come check us out! Our first rehearsal was Tuesday, September 1 at but feel free to join us anyway!! For 
more information call Keith @ 343-7101 or email him at keith@stmartinsuc.com;  

St. Martin’s United Church Sanctuary Choir 

     With the new season for  Church Choir approaching, please allow me, as Choir Director, to urge you to 
consider being a ‘voice’ in the Sanctuary Choir this year.  I would like to recommend our group not only for 
the part we play in the music ministry of our Church, but for the fellowship we can offer to you.  Choir prac-
tice night is Thursday at 7:30 p.m.  If transportation is a problem, there could very well be someone nearby 
who is also coming .  We hope to see you at our first choir practice of the season, -THURSDAY  SEPTEMBER 
3rd  at 7:30 p.m. 

I really enjoy my association with our Church Choir, and I have talked about it very enthusiastically 
with the Congregation before.   Some of them want to join our Sanctuary Choir, but the Auditions worry 
them.   

I’m about to reveal the secrets of the Church Choir Audition so that those of you who are eager to be 
part of an organized group of Hymn-dingers can study and pass with flying colors! 

Briefly – or in a note-shell as it were,   you must be able to sing, walk without  falling down,  sew, bake, and 
encourage congregational attendance at special performances, such as Concerts.  

The singing part is easy.   Either you can or you can’t.  Other qualifications for membership are more de-
manding.  Female choristers are sometimes asked to wash and iron the collars (once a year whether they 
need it or not).  Choristers also have to know how to sew on dome fasteners, fix zippers etc.  On Sundays, 
we wear flowing robes, and various parts of them frequently come unstuck. 

Why do singers need to know how to bake?  We socialize frequently, celebrate Birthdays etc. and 
often windup practices with tea and cookies and squares.   

Male choristers are usually excused from the above duties if they bring a note stating they know 
someone who can bake and sew for them.  Potential baritones, tenors and basses have to demonstrate 
that they understand stacking chairs, and how to move pianos. 

Both male and female candidates must be able to walk without falling down while singing, 

read from the hymnbook and negotiate the chancel steps without knocking over the flower arrangements. 

The audition concludes with two minor items.  Can the candidate carry on a conversation with a 
neighbouring singer while the Director is actually conducting?  Can the candidate sing an entire Anthem 
without once checking to see if the Director is still there? 

It isn’t easy to become a member of a Church Choir.  Naturally I was thrilled to pass the Audition 
years ago, and I’ll stay until they fire me.  As far as I’m concerned, it’s an O.K. Chorale! 

The Sanctuary Choir musically supports the 9:30 Traditional Service three Sundays in the month. 
Please come, you can expect a warm welcome (and a reserved seat)!   

You can call Betty Lou Curtis at  306-374-1282 for any further information. 

mailto:keith@stmartinsuc.com


Legacy Giving Information Night October 1, 2015 

If you are interested in establishing a gift to St. Martin’s through your will, life insur-

ance or other instrument, there will be an information night at 7 pm on Thursday Oc-

tober 1, at St. Martin’s featuring Kathryn Hofley, Financial Development Officer from 

the United Church of Canada.  St. Martin’s has been the beneficiary of several signifi-

cant legacy gifts over the years and there are three funds established to assist those 

wishing to arrange a legacy gift direct how the gift will be used.  The funds have spe-

cific identified purposes and include: 

Faith Fund: A capital fund in support of significant projects related to 

land, buildings and contents such as major equipment 

and furnishings. 

Purpose Fund: A fund in support of the spiritual advancement or educa-

tion of individuals or groups. 

Mission Fund: A fund in support of local, national or international mis-

sion projects that can include a wide array of initiatives 

from many sources and can include support of the Mis-

sion and Service Fund of the United Church of Canada or 

other mission initiative of the United Church of Canada. 

Update on Operating Budget as at June 30, 2015 

The good news is that our budget is on track and accurate.  The bad news is that our budget is on track 
and accurate! 

As at June 30, 2015 actual operating revenues totaled approximately $217,536 at 50% of revenue 
budgeted for the year of $436,333. 

Actual expenses as at June 30, 2015 totaled approximately $233,885 at 50% of budgeted expenses for 
the year of $233,885. 

This would mean that our budget is on track towards a projected shortfall of approximately $34,274 by 
the end of the year. 

The Finance and Stewardship Committee will be highlighting this for the con-
gregation during the fall Stewardship Campaign which will take place in No-
vember.  We will be encouraging everyone to consider contributing using or 
increasing their contributions via the Pre Authorized Remittance system 
(PAR) which is very helpful in managing our finances.  We will also be looking 
at the 2016 budget preparation process this fall to identify any areas where 
the shortfall can be reduced.  The operating budget is critical to supporting 
the level of ministry and programs that are provided at St. Martin’s. 



Volunteers and Newcomer Relations 

Our church community has an abundance of volunteer opportunities whether it is longer term commitments 

like Bible Adventures teachers, music leaders, committee members or short term project style commit-

ments. St. Martin’s is also blessed with many individuals willing to give of their time, skills and energy. Some-

times there is a disconnect between identifying a need and finding a willing person 

with the skills or passion to complete the task. Please contact Keith at  

306-343-7101 or at keith@stmartinsuc.com; if you have a specific passion or interest

that you would like to live out in our church community. We need you!

Blue Ribbon Initiative 

This fall we will once again be looking for volunteers willing to be identified at each service as “GO TO” peo-

ple for those that might be new or have questions about our church community. These folks will be available 

in the Welcome Booth in the front hall before and after worship to provide information, direction and a wel-

come to newcomers.  Anyone can do this work and I hope that many of you will sign up. Please prayerfully 

consider volunteering for a Sunday and contact Keith at 306-343-7101 or at keith@stmartinsuc.com; . Re-

search shows that newcomers make up their minds about whether they will return in the first six minutes. 

Help us to make that first six minutes a great experience at St. Martin’s.  

Blessings 

Staff Responsible for Volunteers and Newcomer Relations 

Website Report 

St. Martin’s has a website, http://stmartinsuc.com.    Response to the website has been very positive. We 
have particularly heard that people appreciate being able to watch the sermon online.  The sermon video is 
also posted on our Facebook Page. 
If you are not able to attend church, why not visit the website and “worship online”.  The services are posted 

weekly as they are available.  As well, the “Messenger” is posted weekly.  You can also find our past news-

letters online. 

Got a question about  the United Church?  There are links on the website to Saskatchewan Conference, and 

the national United Church site. 

If you have any suggestions for the website or have something you would like to submit, let me know at 
cathy@stmartinsuc.com. 

Cathy Anderson 

mailto:keith@stmartinsuc.com
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Children’s Ministry 

Vacation Bible School 

The week of July 13th to 17th St. Martin’s again hosted a Vacation Bible School. This year the theme was 

Hometown Nazareth: Where Jesus was a Kid! We had 18 children who attended in the mornings (5 more than 

last year), 13 of who also joined us for the afternoon. To put on such a great summer activity requires many 

volunteers. My thanks to the group leaders: Janna Carey, Talissa Pollock, Harry Cook, Josie Williamson and 

Mary Piot. Joanne Kerslake led the craft station with help from Sadie Ulven, Jean Nahachewsky and Jenny 

Neal. Sarah Piot led the children in games in the intense heat we had that week! Jill Carey had the children 

spellbound as she acted out the role of Mary, mother of Jesus. Jerilyn Robertson and Mary Piot were there for 

the afternoons when we had water fights, played on the playground  

equipment and explored the park bushes. Don Reimer and Valerie Cameron did a craft with the children one 

afternoon and Don and Ron Fleming showed off their wood carvings. Trish Demmans did dot painting with the 

children another afternoon. In addition there were many who served snacks during the mornings and who pro-

vided snacks for the children. 

Not only was Vacation Bible School a great experience for the children (many reenacted the daily stories 

for their parents at home!) but it was gratifying for me to see the many people who care about the children of 

our church. Next year it will be even better! 

Bible Adventures 

Bible Adventures is St. Martin’s Sunday School program that runs during the 

worship services at 9:30am and 11am. There is a one room classroom format for  the 

9:30am service and separate multi-grade classes for 11am. I usually teach  the 

9:30am class and we have volunteer teachers for the 11am classes. We read or tell a 

bible story during the class and have activities or crafts based on the story. 

Again this year we will be continuing to encourage the children to bring a small 

amount of money for an offering during Bible Adventures. Our offering last year went to the Children’s 

Hospital foundation.  Every year I ask the children where they would like their offering to go.  It is a way of en-

couraging generosity and getting the children to think about how they would like to help others. 



Senior Youth News 
Hey..hope you had a great summer!! 

This year we will once again be offering a Senior Youth group. There will contin-
ue to be a Sunday morning program as well as a social component outside of the 
regular Sunday time. This may take the form of sleepovers at the church, wall 
climbing, movie watching..just about anything that the group is interested and 

committed to attend.  

We will particpate on Welcome Sunday September 13th by assisting fellow group 
members to prepare for the corn roast and sale which will happen after the 

11:00 am service in support of the Quest Mexico trip. Hope you can help. 

Our first Sunday morning meeting will be on Sunday September 20th. We are re-
ally looking forward to hearing about Isabelle and Tori’s experience at GO PRO-

JECT in Vancouver and Halifax. 

We also have our Quest Mexico trip coming up during February break 2016 so if 

Welcome Back Sunday is September 13 

There will be a Bouncy Castle present to welcome our children back to church!  We hope that you will join 

us.  The next Sunday, September 20, there will be normal Bible Adventures classes and we will also be ask-

ing our children to bring their backpacks to the church to have them blessed for the coming school year.  

We encourage that you register your children for Bible Adventures so that we are prepared to respect 

your child’s allergies and other needs and can properly welcome them when they attend.  

Registration forms are available from Darren or the church office. 

If there are any people who are interested in teaching Bible Adventures classes please contact Dar-

ren at darren@stmartinsuc.com or at 306-343-7101. We have some tremendous children who attend this 

church and I can personally say that spending time with them is a privilege. 

PD Days 

On days when school teachers have Professional Development days, St. Martin’s welcomes children 

who are out of school to PD Day Faith Adventures! Our first PD Day Faith Adventure will be on Friday Oc-

tober 9 from 9am to 4pm. This is a free program of the church and is open to all children but we request 

that the children bring a donation to the Saskatoon Food Bank. Please register your children beforehand 

by contacting Darren. 

Questions? 

If you have any questions or suggestions for Children’s Ministry at our church please contact me. 

I’m always hoping to make our ministry to children at St. Martin’s the best it can be. 

Darren 

Adult Card & Board Games began on Tuesday, Sept. 8th in the Lounge. Come and join us for a friendly 

game of Bridge, Whist, Spades, Cribbage or the board games of Scrabble, Tile Rummy or Triominos.  Then re-
lax over a cup of tea, coffee & other refreshments. 

 We meet on the SECOND TUESDAY of each month from September to May.  To cover expenses, there is a 
small joining fee of $4.00, plus a monthly offering of $2.00. 

 NEW MEMBERS are always welcome.  For further information, contact Dorothy Dryden at 306-374-4097. 

mailto:darren@stmartinsuc.com


St. Martins Book Club 

The St. Martins Book Club has been meeting since the fall of 2002 and together we 

have enjoyed over 75 books. Our Book Club is open to anyone at St. Martins who enjoys 

reading. The routine is about every six weeks a book is selected, members read the book 

at their leisure and then the group meets to discuss the book and share a pot of tea.  At 

the end of the meeting the next book is selected. The Book Club is always open, if you 

find the book we are reading interests you, come out when we discuss that book. All are 

welcome.  

Information about the Book Club and the title of the current Book Club book is 

shared in the Messenger. As well, a brief introduction of the book is posted in the show-

case in the lounge. Copies of most the books we have shared during the past 13 years 

and corresponding discussion questions are available in our church library. Unfortunately 

some of the books have been borrowed and not returned. If you borrow from our library 

please check to see you have returned those books you have finished reading. 

This summer the Book Club members have been reading a wonderful little novel set 

in England called The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce. We will be 

meeting on Wednesday, Sept. 16th at 7:00 p.m. at the church to chat about the book and 

plan for the upcoming year. Feel free to join us for an evening of discussion and fellow-

ship.  

Mavis McPhee 

St. Martin’s UCW 

We hope everyone had a great summer and now looking forward to the fall  
activities.  The U.C.W. will gather Monday,September 14th at 6:00 p.m. for their  
Annual Potluck Supper.  Our guest speaker will be Jenny Neal who will present us 
with information on the Grandmother's For Grandmother's Organization and the 
Stephen Lewis Foundation.  This will be followed by a general U.C.W. meeting.  We 
invite all women of the congregation to bring their favourite dish and attend this 
evening of fellowship.  New members are always welcome.  If you would like more 

information about the U.C.W. and their activities, please contact one of the following 
executive:  Norma Romuld- 306.343.1061,Kay Nicklin – 303.955.2828, Bunny Knight- 



Property Committee

I am writing this report at the end of July and there are several projects  poised to get under way.   If all 
goes according to plan, when you read this in the fall, the boiler will have undergone a small repair so we 
will all be "toasty" when winter comes.  Winter winds will be held at bay as new windows will have been 
installed in the basement classrooms on the north side as well as the kitchen and the downstairs bath-
rooms.   I   hope that the repair to the elevator will be under way and it too will be completed before 
those north winds blow.  I am feeling optimistic in this second week since the collision, as the insurance 
adjuster along with a structural engineer and 3 different contractors each capable of doing a good job of 
the repair are working together to put our elevator back into service. I am hoping that by the time you 
are reading this, a contractor will have been selected and work will have begun. Commitments to make 
permanent and effective changes to the intersection at Wilson and Clarence have been made by the City 
of Saskatoon Engineering department as well as our City of Saskatoon  Councillor, so I am feeling  hope-
ful that changes will have been made to ensure that traffic cannot cause any further damage to our 
building.  We budgeted to do some painting in the sanctuary but elected to use some of that money to 
have the parking lots graded.  We want you to know that the UCW stepped up to cover the cost of the 
kitchen windows as well as the cost of replacing the door at the top of the wheelchair ramp.  It is encour-
aging for all of us on the property committee to be reminded that the entire congregation supports the 
repairs and renovations that await us. 

Yours in Fellowship—Gord McMurtry 

 Long Range Planning Committee

Hopefully everyone is aware that the fruit and corn fundraiser has been going strong and has 
been taken over by Dave and Laurel Piot, in support of the Quest Mexico trip. I have been working 
closely with them in hopes of providing as much support as possible from my prior experience. 
They have also agreed to take over the Corn Roast on Welcome Back Sunday (September 13) 
where fresh, in season produce will be available. 

The Long Range Planning Committee took the initiative to restart and revamp the Men's Group. 
We met at Somewhere Else Pub for wings in June and it was very well attended. Another gather-
ing will be planned for the early fall. 

Our committee is committed to heading up a new church photo directory in the fall of 2016...five 
years after the prior version. This is a great time for families to update their family photos. 

Along with Rev. Michael and Gord McMurtry from Property, I have been involved in discussions 
with the Fire Chief and their willingness to build a new fire hall on the south parking lot. The plan 
is to get congregational input regarding the situation before responding any further to the new 
Fire Chief and the City of Saskatoon. 

This is my fifth and final year as a member of the Board and most likely, Chair of the LRP. It has 
been a "fruitful" experience and welcome anyone willing to join our committee to come on 
board! 

 Submitted by Andrew Pawlovich 



Outreach & Refugee & Melina 

James 2:14-17 

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but 
have works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and
food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat
fill’, and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of
So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

 Greetings! 

The Outreach Committee is a cheery bunch and we invite anyone who is interested to 
join us. Our current members are Maureen McPherson (Chair), Pat Turner, Brenda 
Goossen, Eileen Gudmundson, Elaine Crocker, Jean Nahachewsky,  Judy Thomson, Pat 

Walker and Jeanette Liberty-Duns. A special welcome to  new members Jeanette and Jean. A big thank you 
to long-time committee member and outgoing chair, Dick Neal, for his enthusiasm and dedication.  

If you would like information about Outreach please call Maureen at 306 934-2421.  Ongoing activities in-
clude: 

 The Retiring Offering for the Food Bank on the first Sunday of the month.

 The Good Food Box, faithfully organized by Ralph Reid. Information is found on the Outreach bulletin
board.

 Lunches after the 11:00 service on topics related to Outreach. Watch for information about the next
lunch.

 The opportunity to donate to the Food Bank and Clothing Depot in the bins located under the coat
racks.

 ICM (the Inner Church Ministry)  lunch for inner-city residents  on the first Wed. of the month.
Maureen is coordinating this initiative and would welcome 1 or 2 people to help her.

In June we held a special drive to “Fill the Shelves of the Food Bank” for the summer months when the 
need is great and donations are sparse. Thank you for your generous response! 

We appreciate your ongoing responsiveness to Outreach initiatives! 

Sincerely, Your Outreach Committee 

Refugee News has been deleted to protect the privacy of our refugee families.

Please see the paper copy at the church to get this information



 Respectfully submitted   Dayle Armstrong. 



Ministry by Phone 

Happy fall from the Ministry by Phone program! We're looking forward to our fall 2015 phoning ses-
sion.  This past spring, we were fortunate to have a number of new phoners and prayermates, as well as a 
strong core of returning volunteers.  

This program is an important way in which we re-connect with and reach out to all members of the 
St. Martin’s family. Over the course of four weeks, our dedicated group of phoners contacts each house-
hold in the St. Martin’s family – they don’t ask for money, or for you to volunteer for anything! They do, 
however, want to hear your opinions, concerns, compliments, and needs. Is St. Martin’s a spiritually nurtur-
ing place for you? What programs do you enjoy most? How can we be a more welcoming community? The 
comments which you provide to phoners are completely confidential, and will not be passed on to staff or 
committees without your express consent.  

While the phoners do their work, our group of prayermates does theirs, offering prayers for the sup-
port of both the phoners and the families whom they are contacting.  

This fall, we hope that as many of our current phoners and prayermates as possible will be able to 
return! However, we may need volunteers in both roles, so please consider being a part of this ministry. As 
a new volunteer, you will receive training, as well as support from ministry staff, coordinators, and other 
phoners and prayermates, some of whom have been with the Ministry by Phone program since the begin-
ning (once you volunteer, you’ll want to participate again!)   

The kickoff potluck for phoners and prayermates will be held at St. Martin's on Thursday, October 8, 
beginning at 6:00 p.m.  Phoning will take place from October 13 to November 9.  The concluding dessert 
potluck will take place on Thursday, November 12 at 6:30 p.m. 

If you would like more information on Ministry by Phone, please contact Keith Hall,  Maryann Scott, or 
Cathy Anderson, or email us at  ministrybyphone@stmartinsuc.com 

mailto:ministrybyphone@stmartinsuc.com



