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Lent is traditionally a time of repentance. Sadly, repentance is often reduced to nothing more than 

a “guilt trip” – feeling bad about things we wish we hadn’t done. This is often accompanied by the 

giving up of something pleasurable, like chocolate, as a physical reminder of how bad we are sup-

posed to feel.  

In fact, repentance is more about feeling good than it is about feeling bad. Repentance means 

turning away from the old and turning toward the new. Getting rid of what doesn’t give us life, and 

turning toward what does. Repentance is about making a fresh start, and who doesn’t feel good 

about that? 

Giving up something for Lent can be a helpful spiritual discipline, but why not give up something 

that God really cares about? Like being judgmental, or being silent in the face of injustice, or har-

bouring resentment, or being unwilling to forgive.  

This year at St. Martin’s, our theme for the season is “A Lenten Makeover.” Just like losing a few 

pounds and getting a new hairstyle and a new wardrobe, Lent can be a time of renewing our spirits 

and preparing ourselves for the new life announced at Easter. The Lectionary readings fit this 

theme very well, whether it is the new creation at the end of the Noah story or the new covenant 

written on our hearts, as told by Jeremiah. 

Like spring cleaning, Lent is an occasion to get rid of that stuff we don’t need any more and an op-

portunity to become our very best. Please join us for A Lenten Makeover. 



Christian Education 

As we begin the journey to Good Friday, the CE committee encourages you to take time to nourish your 
spirit.  Beginning Wednesday February 25th  7:00 – 8:30, Darren will be leading us in a 7-week study of the 
book “The Final Week:  A Day-by-Day Account of Jesus’ Final Week in Jerusalem” by Marcus Borg and 
John Dominic Crossan.  We will look at what the bible says about the last week of Jesus’ life and discover 
how the gospel writers communicated the importance of Jesus through Old Testament symbols.  You do not 
have to attend all 7 sessions.  The book is available for purchase for $14, please sign up on the fireplace or 
speak to Darren if you wish to order one. 

Faith Friends is a secret pal program that pairs adults with children of the church.  Using code names, Faith 
Friends write a series of letters to each other during the Lenten season, ending with a ‘reveal’ get together.  
Please consider this fun and worthwhile ministry! 

On Sunday, February 22nd following the 11:00 service, James Bykowy will be teaching the art of Japanese 
Taiko drumming.  This workshop will examine and celebrate the spiritual and joyous nature of drumming 
through meditative patterns.  Please bring a bag lunch.  The workshop will be presented in two parts, rough-
ly 3 hrs in total.  The ideal age would be 10 +, but if families with smaller children wish to participate, please 
speak to James ahead of time.   

Please see the bulletin board across from the usher’s table for information on programs offered through 
Queen’s House Retreat and Renewal Centre.  Saturday, Feb. 21st – The Cross of Christ, An Ecumenical 
Lenten Retreat and Saturday, March 7 – The Passion of Christ. 

A children’s talent show/Food Bank fundraiser is in the planning stages for March, and an art workshop in 
May – watch the Messenger for more details. 

“Hometown Nazareth – Where Jesus Was A Kid” – Join Darren for Vacation Bible School July 13-17th.  Sto-
ries, crafts and games based on stories of Jesus as a child and youth.  VBS is for children aged 5 – 10 from 
9:00 am to 12:00 pm at St Martin’s, with a mid-morning snack provided.   A child care option is also available 
from 12 – 4 pm, we just ask that you send a bag lunch and pay a small additional fee.  Registration forms 
will be available March 1. 

St. Martin’s Staff Greetings 

Lent is a time when we are encouraged to seriously consider Jesus’ ministry and the ministry 

that each one of us is called to. During this season of Lent we will be reminded of what new 

possibilities our mission as individuals and as a church might look like. Michael, Darren and I 

look forward to walking the Lenten path with you this year. As a ministry team we are particu-

larly blessed in our work at St. Martin’s United Church. Deep appreciation I extended to Cor-

rinne and Sandra for the collegiality and teamwork so vital to each of our roles in this place. 

As entire staff team we wish you best wishes for a thoughtful and reflective Lent and a very 

Happy Easter.  

In Christ’s service 

Keith  



.....SCHEDULE OF EASTER SERVICES….. 
Tuesday February 17th-Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper and Service of Ash-

es 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm. 

Sunday February 22nd   – Lent 1 –“New Start”

Sunday March 1st  – Lent 2- Communion- “New Names”

Sunday March 8th  – Lent 3- “ New Rules”- One Service- Worship, and 
Annual Congregational Meeting beginning at 9:30 am

Sunday March 15th – Lent 4-“New Visions” 

Sunday March 22nd,-Lent 5-“New Heart” 

Sunday March 29th Palm Sunday- “New Messiah” 

Regular Service Times of 930 and 1100 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday Worship April 2nd 7:00 p.m. 

“Remembering Passover” 

Good Friday April 3rd – 7:00 p.m. 

Easter Sunday April 5th-  Communion- “New Life” 

Sunrise Worship – 7:00 am 

Regular Service Times of 930 and 1100 a.m. 



…..FOR YOUR CALENDAR….. 

St. Martin’s Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, March 8th  9:30 am to 11:30 am 

Easter Ham Supper – (See advertisement in this newsletter) 

Saturday, March 21st 

Youth and Young Adult Community of Saskatchewan Conference 
Provincial Youth Rally 

Friday, March 27th—Sunday, March 29thNipawin, Saskatchewan 

St. Martin’s Mammoth Garage Sale 

Saturday, April 11th 

Ministry by Phone Spring Session 

Kickoff Potluck Thursday, April 16th  6:00 pm  

Covenanting  Sunday, April 19th     both services 

Phoning  Monday, April 20th – Monday, May 18th 

Debrief Session  Thursday, May 21st  6:30 pm 

Contemporary Singers Spring Fundraiser and Concert 

Tuesday, May 12th (watch the messenger for announcements re: 
ticket sales) 



New Member Relations 

The Blue Ribbon campaign was instituted in September 2012. It is an 

intentional way of identifying new folks in our congregation, establishing 

a relationship with and providing them with a) welcome b) information 

about the congregation and c) follow-up. This has proven successful, as 

67 new adults and children were identified in 2014 through blue rib-

bon, registrations for children and youth programs and by word of 

mouth.  Information has been featured each Sunday in the “Welcome 

Time.” 

A Blue Ribbon orientation session was offered on September 18th, 2014. 

No one attended so different approaches are presently being enacted to 

attract good volunteers.  

A new member welcome and orientation event was held in December 

2014 with about 8 persons in attendance 

In the interest of maintaining an ongoing conversation about how we 

welcome, I offer the article that follows as food for thought for all of us. 

I thought it offered some interesting insights and while some of the 

points we have worked very hard at and may not apply, others are 

worthy of consideration.  

J. Keith Hall

Minister Youth and Young Adults, Newcomer Relations, Volunteers and Pastoral Care 



Top Ten Ways Churches Drive Away First-Time Visitors 

By: Thom Rainer 

If you attend a church regularly, you’ve probably noticed the phenomenon. A guest shows up for a wor-

ship service, but he or she never returns. It is, unfortunately, a common issue in many churches. I did a 

Twitter poll to ask these first-time guests why they chose not to return to a particular church. While 

some of the responses were anticipated, I admit being a bit surprised with some of them. Though my poll 

is not scientific, it is nevertheless fascinating. Here are the top ten responses in order of frequency. 

1. Having a stand up and greet one another time in the worship service. This response was my greatest

surprise for two reasons. First, I was surprised how much guests are really uncomfortable during this

time. Second, I was really surprised that it was the most frequent response. 

2. Unfriendly church members. This response was anticipated. But the surprise was the number of re-

spondents who included non-genuine friendliness in their answers. In other words, the guests perceived

some of the church members were faking it.

3. Unsafe and unclean children’s area. This response generated the greatest emotional reactions. If your

church does not give a high priority to children, don’t expect young families to attend. 

4. No place to get information. If your church does not have a clear and obvious place to get information,

you probably have lowered the chances of a return visit by half. There should also be someone to greet

and assist guests at that information center as well. 

5. Bad church website. Most of the church guests went to the church website before they attended a

worship service. Even if they attended the service after visiting a bad website, they attended with a prej-

udicial perspective. The two indispensable items guests want on a website are address and times of ser-

vice. It’s just that basic.

6. Poor signage. If you have been attending a church for a few weeks, you forget all about the signage.

You don’t need it any more. But guests do. And they are frustrated when it’s not there. 

7. Insider church language. Most of the respondents were not referring to theological language as much

as language that only the members know. My favorite example was: “The WMU will meet in the CLC in

the room where the GAs usually meet.”

8. Boring or bad service. My surprise was not the presence of this item. The surprise was that it was not

ranked higher.

9. Members telling guests that they were in their seat or pew. Yes, this obviously still takes place in some

churches.

10. Dirty facilities. Some of the comments: “Didn’t look like it had been cleaned in a week.” “No trash

cans anywhere.” Restrooms were worse than a bad truck stop.” “Pews had more stains than a Tide com-

mercial.”



St. Martin’s United Church

AGM Report of Finance and Stewardship Committee: 

Our committee met Thursday January 16, 2015 and Thursday January 30, 2015 to review preliminary 

year end financials and preliminary projected budget.  The following represents a summary of the key 

financial information. 

Endowment Fund Balances as at December 31, 2014: 

Faith Fund (Capital) $173,574 

Purpose Fund (Ministry) $  66,498 

Mission Fund (Outreach) $  36,410 

Total Endowment $276,482 

2014 Operating Budget: 

As at December 31, 2014 operating revenues totaled approximately $431,782 ahead of revenue 

budgeted to be $378,000. 

Actual expenses as at December 31, 2014 totaled approximately $453,728.  Budgeted expenses for 

the year were $453,499. 

This means the 2014 shortfall is $-21,946.  This is compared to the budget projected shortfall of $-

75,479. 

2015 Projected Operating Budget: 

Comparisons: 

 2012 shortfall was $15,000. 

2013 shortfall was $17,000. 

Capital Campaign: 
A total of approximately $240,000 was pledged over a three year period.  Cash received to date totals 

approximately $160,000 and had been invested in 

Total Revenue 436,333 

Total Expenses 470,607 

Projected Shortfall -34,274

Did You Know : 
-Last year our operating cost exceeded

$456,000 . That works out to approximatley

$1750. per family.

-An additional 5-6% in Donations ,would al-

low us balance the Books,and eliminate the

deficits we have experienced over the past

few years.

-A $1000. donation could result in a $400

tax saving.

Barry Anderson 



Band Together (Fall and Winter, 2014-2015) 

Band Together had a joyful and rhythmic start to the fall season.  Several new members joined the group 

and they benefited from the musical expertise and cohesiveness of a strong nucleus of longtime mem-

bers.  We had an excellent Christmas season where we were joined by Emma Thorpe (vocalist and violin-

ist). Over the fall months our instrumentalists consisted of two guitar players (Karen Davis and Brian Den-

nis), a bass player (Lisle Dashney), a percussionist (Nolan Cline) and keyboard player (Randy Cline). We 

have had some shifts in personnel due to winter holidays, so we are delighted to have guitarists, Glen 

Tschetter and Don Cook joining our band. Our vocalists this year are Danica Tempel, Jane McMurtry and 

Lori Cline Flath (sopranos); Jordyn Hall (alto for the fall months), Tom Flath (baritone) and Al Loewen 

(bass), with occasional appearances by Emma Thorpe. Longtime member, Jordyn Hall, moved away from 

Saskatoon in January and we are sad to see her go. We continue to be grateful for the expertise of our 

sound technicians, Pat Davis and Joel Yurach, in keeping us balanced! 

The group meets on Wednesday nights at 7:15 pm and provides musical leadership at the 11:00 am ser-

vice every second Sunday of the month.  The band performed three pieces of varying styles for the 

Sounds of the Season concert and the Advent Sunday services.  At the moment, Band Together is busy 

preparing pieces for the spring season. The group is enjoying the challenges presented by our new reper-

toire. We continue to appreciate the chance to share our musical talents with the congregation in worship

-full and spirit-filled ways. Band Together would welcome new members at any time!

Respectfully submitted by Lori Cline Flath, Leader, Band Together (2014-2015) 



Worship Committee 

When chatting with a friend about what she was giving up for Lent, a faithful St. Martin's woman 

quietly offered that she was adding something: contemplation. 

Yes, the Lenten season allows us time to reflect, repent and prepare for Easter. 

After the observance of Ash Wednesday, we eventually move to Palm Sunday. 

Watch for the times of the Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services. 

Typically, we have three Easter Sunday services beginning with the sunrise one. 

You will notice that the sanctuary will be graced with the colour purple. This symbolizes our 

sympathy for the pain and suffering of Jesus as he endured the crucifixion. 

It also holds up hope for the newness we celebrate on Easter Sunday. 

Please join us as we walk this journey. 

Valerie Cameron 

Chair 



What’s Going On In Children’s MinistryWhat’s Going On In Children’s Ministry  

Children’s Time in Lent 

Over the six Sundays in Lent the Story Time will be devoted to learning the Lord’s 

Prayer and what it means. 

Faith Friends 

Our secret adult/child pal matching program is back this year.  Our first letter 

exchange date is March 1 so if you would like to participate please call (306-

343-7101) or email (darren@stmartinsuc.com) Darren before then.  Partners

exchange letters at church each Sunday until April 12 when you can find out 

who your Faith Friend is at church!  You don’t need to be at church every Sun-

day to participate. 

Vacation Bible School 

St. Martin’s is planning for another Vacation Bible School this summer from July 

13 to 17. The theme is Hometown Nazareth: Where Jesus was a Kid. VBS goes 

from 9am to 4pm. Registration forms will be available March 1 from Darren.     

Bible Adventures 

Special thanks to our 11am Bible Adventures teachers since January: Alyssa and 

Kara Cline, Trish Demmans, Adrienne and Darien Starks. The 9:30am Bible Ad-

ventures kids will be looking in more depth at the Lord’s Prayer during Lent. 

Children from age 3 to 12 are welcome at Bible Adventures with age 12 and up 

joining the Senior Youth group. 

The Nursery 

Joanne Mueller is our nursery staff person, looking after the youngest members 

of our congregation while their parents or grandparents enjoy Michael’s 

preaching. 

If you have any comments or ideas about Children’s ministries at St. Martin’s 

please let me know. 

Darren 

mailto:darren@stmartinsuc.com


Affirming Action Group 

The Affirming Action Group continues to meet regularly with a goal to fulfill the objectives of the Action 

Plan developed in 2014. 

The Group continues to provide an “Affirming Minute” once per month during Sunday worship services. 

We will be participating in an Affirming Sunday service on April 26, 2015; the specific theme for this year 

has yet to be decided. 

The group continues to meet with the other “Saskatoon Affirming Ministries” on a semi-regular basis to 
get ideas and to plan joint activities. 

The group has communicated with all church in the presbytery about considering an affirming process and 

has offered itself as a resource.  

We are also working on putting on a congregational event with the Refugee committee to learn about the 

barriers and challenges refugees face once they get to Canada and/or Saskatoon.  Look for more infor-

mation coming soon. 

The Affirming Action Group would like to invite you to join us for the Saskatchewan Native Theater Com-

pany’s production of “The House You Build” on Wednesday Feb 25 at 8:00PM (opening night).  You can 

purchase your tickets ahead of time on-line at http://sntc.ca for $12.50 per person (rush seating). This is a 

story exploring the intergenerational divide between elder and youth using modern dance, traditional 

dance and Hip-Hop. 

If you have any questions or comments, speak to any one of the steering group members, or email us at 

affirm@stmartinsuc.com 

Steering Group members: 

Ken Glover, Kit Loewen ,  James Bykowy, James Cook,  Pat Stuart (Chair),  Keith Hall (staff) 

mailto:affirm@stmartinsuc.com


Christian Education  Committee highlights: 

Long term members Dianne Young and Barb Faure resigned.  Our thanks for your many years of 

dedication to this committee.  

Bible Adventures program is vibrant and growing under the guidance of Darren and enthusiastic 

teachers. 

Adult education programs included a 7-week DVD series of workshops hosted by Darren and 

Keith, Yoga, and Mindful  Meditation. 

Presbytery Representative Report 

St. Martin’s is part of the wider United Church.  Locally, St. Martin’s is a member of River Bend-

Presbytery in Saskatchewan Conference.  At Presbytery, lay and ministry representatives from 

local churches meet regularly to oversee the work of those churches within the United Church.  

You Presbytery representatives, Nancy Pike, Frank Pike and Cathy Anderson participate in 

these meetings as well as wider church activities within the Presbytery and Conference. 

The annual meeting for  Saskatchewan Conference will be held this year in Lanigan from May 

28-31st.

General Council will be held this year in Newfoundland in August.  This is a very important 

meeting, as delegates will be discussing the future direction of our church and the results of the 

Comprehensive Review Task Force.     

Looking forward to 2015, we are excited that five members from St. Martin’s will be participat-

ing in  the upcoming exchange with Incheon Presbytery in South Korea.  That visit will take 

place in October. 

 If you want to learn more about the wider church visit the Saskatchewan Conference website at 

http://www.sk.united-church.ca/      or the national church website at   http://www.united-

church.ca/.    

Links are also available on our website:  http://stmartinsuc.com 

Cathy Anderson 

Nancy Pike 

Frank Pike 

http://www.sk.united-church.ca/
http://www.united-church.ca/
http://www.united-church.ca/
http://stmartinsuc.com


Alerces Spanish Preschool & Kindergarten 

Alerces is pleased to share the opening of our 5th class on January 2015. 

Our students are working in exciting projects that invite them to experiment, create hypothesis, 
research, invite experts and going on amazing field trips. 

Our older students “patos” are working on “Space, earth, constellations, earth layers and earth-
quakes. 

“Conejos” are working on monsters, recreating monsters with recycling material, creating stories 
and researching in books. 

“Gatos” finished their ocean project and connect it with the construction of a city with roads, build-
ings, bridges, skyscrapers, sidewalks etc. 

“Pollitos” and “Ardillas are focused in family, family ‘members and their interaction. They are dis-
covering the use of glue, scissors, paintbrushes, paper and other tools available in the classes, but 
we invite them to analyze the right use of them. 

In our most recently field trip we visit our neighborhood the library, using the city bus, to go over 
there. This is one of our ways to invite our children to interact with our community. 

Our next field trip is going to be at the Fire Hall on Attridge Ave. where the firefighters will be do-
ing a presentation for all our children. 

Outreach 

While the regular work of the Outreach committee continues we wish to draw your attention to two initiatives 

that have particular relevance at this time.   

At the beginning of Lent St. Martin’s will be taking part in the annual ‘Coldest Night of the Year’ walk 

to support the Lighthouse, which will take place on the evening of the 21st of February.  We have been col-

lecting pledges over the past month from friends, relatives, co-workers, and the congregation.  We would like 

to beat our last year’s total of $3666 but with just over a week to go we have only raised about two-thirds of 

that total.  It looks like our team, St. Martin’s Speedsters, will be about the same size as last year (11 people) 

and probably another 6 – 10 people from St. Martin’s will join us in the walk of 2, 5, or 10 kilometers.  

Last year another five people volunteered to help with either registration or serving a meal after the event and 

we hope more will help in this capacity this year.  The walk is a wonderful, enjoyable, community event as 

we strive to give the Lighthouse the support it needs to serve the needs of Saskatoon. 

The committee is also planning a lunchtime talk by Debra Hamp from the Food Bank and Learning 

Centre so that we can learn more about the programs that they offer.  The talk will on Sunday, the 15th of 

March, and it will be coupled with a Children’s Talent Show on the previous day (March 14th) where the chil-

dren demonstrate their talents and raise money or food for the Food Bank. 

Both of these events involve the efforts of many people from St. Martin’s, and we thank the congrega-

tion for your interest and support of these outreach initiatives.  

Respectfully submitted, Dick Neal  



Senior Youth News 

The Senior Youth Group continues to meet on Sunday morning under the leadership of 
Keith Hall. The discussions on any given Sunday are animated and thoughtful and I am 
honored and appreciative of this faith development time with these hopeful and wise 
young folks.  

The Provincial Youth Rally is being held March 26-29th in Nipawin this year. We present-
ly have several youth from St. Martin’s registered to attend. The Advent Poinsettia 
Sale was another success. These funds will be put toward summer mission initiatives. 

 We are currently gearing up for an exciting summer with a “GO PROJECT” being held 
in four sites across Canada including Saskatoon. Youth are encouraged to consider 
this work as part of their summer plans.  “GO PROJECT” is a youth discernment and 
mission program sponsored by the National Church. “ 

Two of our young people and I have been accepted for the Riverbend Presbytery ex-
change to Incheon South Korea in October 2015. Monthly orientation meetings are al-
ready in process to prepare the entire group of 15 for this experience.  

Plans for our own “Quest Mexico” mission experience scheduled for February break 
2016 are coming together. We will join forces with the youth and young adults from 
Westminster United Church in Humboldt for this experience. Their minister, Brenda 
Curtis, has facilitated many groups in this experience and her expertise will be invalua-
ble as we move forward. Our first information meeting for youth and parents will be 
held March 8th at 3:00 pm at St. Martins. Any youth and young adults in our congrega-
tion who have an interest are encouraged to attend.  It is true that the youth are our 
future. Most importantly, youth are our present. Take a moment to talk to these fine 
young folks and learn who they are and the fabulous things they contribute to our con-
gregation and our church community. 

J. Keith Hall
Minister Youth and Young Adults, Newcomer Relations, Volunteers and Pastoral Care 



Website Report 

The website, http://stmartinsuc.com, continues to be updated regularly.  Response to 

the website has been very positive. We have particularly heard that people appreciate 

being able to watch the sermon online. 

If you are not able to attend church, why not visit the website and “worship online”.  

The sermon is posted weekly when it is available.  As well, the “Messenger” is posted 

weekly.  You can also find our past newsletters online. 

Our Facebook page is another way to stay connected with St. Martin’s.  We currently 

have over 100 followers.  Look for “St. Martin’s United Church” in Facebook.   

Got a question about  the United Church?  There are links on the website to Sas-

katchewan Conference, and the national United Church site. 

If you have any suggestions for the website or have something you would like to sub-

mit, let me know at cathy@stmartinsuc.com. 

Cathy Anderson 

Greetings! 

I am delighted to be joining your church community. Everyone 
has been so kind and welcoming.  

Thank you for making this transition so much less stressful. I 
look forward to getting to know each of you over time. 

Happy Easter 

Sandra Afseth 

http://stmartinsuc.com
mailto:cathy@stmartinsuc.com


Ministry by Phone 

Ministry by Phone is an important way in which we re-connect with and reach out to all members of the 
St. Martin’s family. Twice per year, our dedicated group of phoners contacts each household in the St. 
Martin’s family – they don’t ask for money, or for you to volunteer for anything! They do, however, want 
to hear your opinions, concerns, compliments, and needs. Is St. Martin’s a spiritually nurturing place for 
you? What programs do you enjoy most? How can we be a more welcoming community? The comments 
which you provide to phoners are completely confidential, and will not be passed on to staff or com-
mittees without your express consent.  

While the phoners do their work, our group of prayermates does theirs, offering prayers for the support 
of both the phoners and the families whom they are contacting.  

For the spring 2015 phoning session, we will need new phoners and may also need prayermates, so 
please consider being a part of this ministry. As a new volunteer, you will receive training, as well as sup-
port from ministry staff, coordinators, and other phoners and prayermates, some of whom have been 
with the Ministry by Phone program since the beginning (once you volunteer, you’ll want to participate 
again!)   

The kickoff potluck will be on Thursday, April 16 at 6 p.m. Phoning will take place over the course of 4 
weeks (April 20-May 18), with the windup to be held on Thursday, May 21 at 6:30 p.m.  

If you would like more information on Ministry by Phone, please contact Maryann Scott, Cathy Anderson, 
or Keith Hall.   



    ST. MARTIN’S UNITED CHURCH 
(2617 CLARENCE AVE S) 

Saturday, March 21, 2015 

Wheelchair Accessible & Meals on Wheels 

HAM 

        SCALLOPED  POTATOES 

  HOT VEGETABLES 

    COLESLAW  

  ASSORTED SALADS 

    PICKLES 

  HOMEMADE PIE 

FOUR SITTINGS: 4:30PM, 5:15PM, 6:00PM & 6:30PM

ADULTS $14 

    CHILDREN (5 – 12) $6 

CHILDREN UNDER 5 FREE 

FOR TICKETS CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE (306.343.7101) 

or EUNICE KLEPPE (306.343.1936)


