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Darren Wooff, Minister for Children and Outreach writes: 

I took of a week of continuing education leave at the beginning of January to do some 

intentional thinking about a vision for outreach at St. Martin’s. 

I began by considering the question: why we do outreach and social justice at all in the church? 

My first thoughts were that we do outreach for the purposes of helping others and to make the 

world a better place. This is not why we do outreach as a church, however, as noble as those 

purposes are. We do outreach first and foremost because the activity of social justice-making is 

part and parcel of the way of living that Jesus taught and modelled. 

There are three ways of living out social justice that speak to how we currently do outreach at 

St. Martin’s. These three ways are rooted in the stories of Jesus. 

Being an Ally 

• Being an ally is about being in relationship with people, particularly those who are 

vulnerable in this world, for whom God has a special concern. Being an ally is about 

intentionally building relationships with those people who are at the margins of society 

or who are not represented or underrepresented in decision making bodies or the 

places of power. Being an ally can also mean speaking to bodies of power on behalf of 

our allies. 

• The stories of Jesus that connect with being an ally are the stories where Jesus 

associated with the poor and those who were unable to connect with God because their 

employment made them unclean (e.g. those with illnesses, sex workers, soldiers). Just 

the fact that Jesus associated with these types of people caused him to be criticized by 

the religious authorities, but it also communicated the unlimited embrace of God’s love. 

Jesus spoke out on behalf of alienated peoples in the Sermon on the Mount. 

• The ways in which St. Martin’s encourages us to be allies include: supporting our 

refugee families, volunteering with Chop and Chat, meeting with 10x10 artists, serving 

meals at the Lighthouse, supporting Station 20 West and marching in the Pride Parade. 

We also sometimes speak out through letter writing campaigns and having petitions 

available to sign. 
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Living out Compassion 

• Living out compassion is about easing the suffering of those who are in pain or distress. 

This is what can be called charity or caring for other in a tangible way. 

• The stories of Jesus that connect with living out compassion are those times when Jesus 

healed the sick or not whole and provided food to those who were hungry. Jesus often 

asked people what they needed before he provided healing so that he was responding 

to their real desires and not what he perceived to be their need. 

• The ways in which St. Martin’s lives out compassion include: refugee sponsorship, 

donating to the Saskatoon Food Bank and Learning Centre, walking in the Coldest Night 

of the Year fundraiser, offering space and volunteers for the Good Food Box program, 

collecting towels for the Salvation Army, collecting stamps for Oxfam Canada and 

eyeglasses for the Lion’s Club outreach, collecting various items on the Advent tree and 

collecting coats and other gently used and new clothing in the winter. 

Being Educated in Love 

• Education is necessary in our complex world so that we can know how to love our 

neighbours as ourselves and why we need to do so. Systems of power tend to 

conceal those who are marginalized and the systems themselves that operate to the 

benefit of a few. We need education to expose those systems and to understand our 

part in them. 

• The stories of Jesus that connect with education are those times when Jesus taught 

from the Hebrew bible the stories that encourage love and caring for one’s 

neighbours and the stranger. In the beginning of his ministry Jesus proclaimed that 

he was the one to bring about the Jubilee – the year in which all debts were forgiven 

– in the words of the prophet Isaiah. Jesus taught that the greatest commandment 

in the law was to love God and one’s neighbour as oneself. 

• The ways in which St. Martin’s lives out being educated in how to love our 

neighbours includes: Outreach Luncheons and other presentations, Reconciliation 

announcements in the Messenger, the Reaching Out outreach publication, the 

Kairos Blanket Exercise, Sunday sermons, selling olive oil from the occupied 

territories and reading the Minutes for Mission during worship. 
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At the first Outreach committee meeting in September I had outlined these three areas as 

being a way in which we could plan our outreach activities through the year. During this week 

of continuing education, I began to see that they were not just three areas of outreach but 

areas in which we can live out our desire to live the life that Jesus lived. The purpose for 

participating in outreach is not for others’ benefit (although we hope others do benefit) but for 

our own benefit in growing into the way of Christ. 

This has implications for how we invite people to participate in outreach at St. Martin’s. 

Sometimes we invite people to participate out of motivations to make a difference in the world 

or because it is good for us (like spiritual broccoli or Brussels sprouts). What we are offering is 

more valuable: it is an opportunity for us to grow spiritually and to be faithful to God’s call to 

us. Those who have participated in Chop and Chat, for instance, have expressed this type of 

experience but what we do in all of these areas: being an Ally, living out Compassion and being 

Educated in how to love, leads to spiritual growth. For those who come to our church 

wondering how to connect with God, outreach in these three areas is one way to connect. 

You may have noticed that I have capitalized the letters A, C, and E in Ally, Compassion and 

Educated. I think that the word “ACE” is a way we can remember the different areas in which 

Jesus brought life and hope to the world. Ally is a common way to refer to people within social 

justice movements but is not as common within the church context, so I hope an acrostic might 

help us to remember what it is. Compassion (or it could be called Caring) is much more easily 

remembered as is Educated. These three ways of living out justice and love in the world always 

go together. Without standing in relationship with others as an Ally, we might be tempted to 

think we know what is best for them. Without Compassion, we lose our motivation and passion 

for justice which comes through our love for and our anguish at a hurting world. Without 

Education, we cannot understand our place in the systems of domination that oppress some 

and give others privilege (what Christians understand as Empire – as opposed to Jesus’ idea of 

the Kingdom of God). Each way of action: being an Ally, living out Compassion and being 

Educated in love, contributes to the other ways of action. 

It is my hope that the Outreach committee and the wider community of St. Martin’s will 

continue to offer ways in which we can follow Jesus’ calls to action and that all of us might 

participate in being an Ally, living out Compassion and being Educated in love on a regular basis. 


