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One hundred and fifty years and one day ago the Provinces of Ontario, 

Quebec, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick were united in the Dominion of Canada. 

One hundred and thirty-two years and fifty days ago Joseph Ouelette was killed by 

Canadian soldiers in the Battle of Batoche at the age of 93. The story of our 

country is one of both pride and shame, unity and division. But altogether it is a 

story of hope—and as people of faith we must make that hope real by our actions. 

I will go back to Batoche later… 

Titus 3 

• Pastoral epistle – bishops and church leaders

• Looking for civic reading – unlike Jesus

• Titus 3.1-2 “Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be

obedient, to be ready for every good work, to speak evil of no one, to avoid

quarreling, to be gentle, and to show every courtesy to everyone.”

• Courtesy for Canadians, eh?

• Passage encourages Christians to be good citizens of the country they live in

BUT 

• Reason encouragement is needed is because

• Titus 3.3 “For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves

to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, 

despicable, hating one another.” 

• What a list! Instead of good citizen – complete jerk!

• Possible on individual scale, community scale and national scale

Canada Day celebrates: 

• Community spirit

• Multiculturalism
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• Banding together to help neighbours 

• Legacy of peace keeping 

• Brave women and men of Armed Forces, RCMP, police forces 

• Those who built infrastructure of nation 

• Pioneers and settlers 

BUT also 

• Chinese Head Tax, mistreatment of Chinese workers who built railroad 

• Interment of Ukrainian and Japanese Canadians during wars 

• Evicting black Nova Scotians from Africville 

• Moving Indigenous peoples off of their lands time and again 

• Not respecting treaty promises 

• Residential schools 

• Substandard infrastructure on reserves 

• Underfunding First Nations 

• How can we celebrate? Truly our country does seem: Titus 3.3 “For we 

ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various 

passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, despicable, 

hating one another.” 

THERE IS ROOM FOR HOPE 

• We are a people of faith in Jesus, Jesus can bring us to hope 

• Titus 3:4-8a “But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our 

Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness 

that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth 

and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his 
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grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. The 

saying is sure.” 

• We are forgiven by God and saved by the kindness of Jesus and we are to 

share that kindness with others, we are called to actions of kindness 

BACK TO BATOCHE 

• Reason I’m thinking of Batoche is because of Grade 4 field trip 

• Feisty kids, calmed down to go to cemetery, church owns cemetery – lets 

park tour there 

• Story of Ouelette told by descendant 

• Story of gate posts to cemetery 125th anniversary of battle 

• Honour all who gave their lives in that battle, Metis for their homes and 

land, First Nations for their Metis brothers and sisters, soldiers for Canada 

• Honour is due all even though fighting on different sides 

• Gate is a symbol of hope for the future, a beginning to healing 

• TRC a beginning, walk of reconciliation a beginning 

• Some big steps, some small, all are steps of hope 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

• What kindness can you show to share the kindness God has shown you? 

• What kindness can you do in gratitude for this country that we share? 

 

 


