
  WELCOME 
If you are a visitor or newcomer, our first hope is that you will 

experience God’s love and care.  Our second hope is that you will also 
experience our love and care.  Some of us are shy and quiet.  Others of 

us are bold and outgoing.  Yet, in all our ways we want to say:  
“YOU ARE WELCOME!” 

 

OUR OFFERING 
Offering gifts to God’s service is an integral part of our worship.  Many 
people at St. Martin’s have chosen to make their offering by post-dated 
cheque or PAR.  Others prefer weekly offering envelopes.  Visitors and 
guest should not feel obligated to share in our offering, but may do so 
using the envelope in the back of the hymn book. 
 

MUSIC 
At St. Martin’s we are richly blessed by many fine musicians.  We 
encourage you to acknowledge their contributions to worship through 
silence, or when impelled by the Spirit, through applause. 
 

 
OUR CHURCH LEADERSHIP TEAM 

 

Bob McPherson - Chair of the Board 
Cathy Anderson - Secretary of the Board 
James Cook – Treasurer 
Kevin Hurlburt – Caretaker 
Brandy Emmerich – Office Administrator 
Melina Torrence – Administrative Assistant 
Brian Walton - Pastoral Care & Worship Leadership 
Keith Hall - Youth, Young Adults, Newcomer Relations,         
                     Volunteers & Pastoral Care 
Darren Wooff – Children’s Ministry & Outreach 
Betty Lou Agnew - Organist 
Cara Wilson - Handbell Choir 
Keith Hall & Erin Tempel - Contemporary Singers 
Aliah Nelson & Mars Zhao - Sanctuary Choir 
Lori Cline Flath – Band Together 
Donna Thiessen – Little Voices United 
 

 
 

 
A congregation of The United Church of Canada 

2617 Clarence Avenue, Saskatoon, SK (343-7101) 
E-mail: office@stmartinsuc.com Website: www.stmartinsuc.com 

 

Vision:  To be a thriving, welcoming faith community  
that makes the example of Christ relevant to our living. 

 

 

Fifteenth Sunday of Pentecost September 24, 2017 
9:30 a.m.  

Words of Welcome 
Community News 
Lighting the Christ Candle 
 
Invitation to Worship 
You are invited into the foolishness of Love. 
  You are invited into the winsomeness of God’s compassion. 
    You are invited to ponder how Jesus wisdom 
       turns the world upside down. 
 We accept the risk of being confronted by Scripture. 
    We accept the challenge of seeing the world through the lens  
      of Love and Compassion. 
We dare to be Christ-followers in this world. 
 
Opening Prayer   
Source of All Compassion, might we be formed into a community 
  that is willing to hold new hands and comfort troubled hearts. 
Help us to see through the eyes of faith into new possibilities 
  for ourselves and our world. 
Confront and comfort us until, filled with your wisdom, 
  we break free from the bonds of conformity  
    and dare to live lives of love. 
Trusting that Love will prevail, we pray.  Amen. 
 
Sharing the Peace 
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Lifting our Voices in Song  
 “Come, Let Us Sing”  VU #222 

Story Time with Darren 

Children and Youth are Invited Downstairs 

Prayer of Reconciliation 
We want to exercise radical love, yet there is so much that holds us 
back.  We question our wisdom; we are uncertain about justice; it 
feels so risky.  Yet, we know that our silence may keep another 
oppressed; our inaction might hinder new life; our acceptance of the 
status quo might leave another on the sidelines.  Might we find the 
courage to continue to know and live ‘Gospel’ in our lives.  For the 
sake of the world, and for the sake of our souls, we pray.  Amen. 
 
Lifting our Voices in Song  
 “Listen, God is Calling” MV #97 (sung twice) 

Listening for God’s Word: Matthew 20:1-16 
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the 
laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 
vineyard.3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others 
standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go 
into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they 
went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, 
he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found 
others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing 
here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He 
said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, 
the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and 
give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 
first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 
received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they 
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the 
usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled against 

the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you 
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day 
and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am 
doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily 
wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last 
the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with 
what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 
Band Together  
 
Response to the Reading 
 
Lifting our Voices in Song  
 “O For a World” VU #697 
 
Minute for Mission 

Offering Our Gifts  

Offering Song “Grateful” 
 Grateful for the life you give us 
 Thankful for your Holy Son 
 Joyful in your Spirit flowing 
 Overall, O God of love 
 Grateful for the Bread of Heaven 
 Thankful for you Holy Word, 
 Joyful in your mercy flowing, 
 We will praise you. 
 
Praying for Others and Ourselves  
   & the Prayer of Jesus (sung VU #959) 
 
Lifting our Voices in Song  
 “A Song Must Rise” MV #142 
 
Words of Blessing  



 
Sung Blessing “Take up His Song” MV 213 
 “Take up his song of faith and go into the world 
 Take up his song of faith in ev’ry moment. 
      In ev’ry moment of the journey, we’re laying down our lives; 
 Lay them down in faith, lay them down and take up his song. 

 (Sung twice) 


