
WELCOME 
If you are a visitor or newcomer, our first hope is that you will 

experience God’s love and care.  Our second hope is that you will also 
experience our love and care.  Some of us are shy and quiet.  Others of 

us are bold and outgoing.  Yet, in all our ways we want to say:  
“YOU ARE WELCOME!” 

 

OUR OFFERING 
Offering gifts to God’s service is an integral part of our worship.  Many 
people at St. Martin’s have chosen to make their offering by post-dated 
cheque or PAR.  Others prefer weekly offering envelopes.  Visitors and 
guest should not feel obligated to share in our offering, but may do so 
using the envelope in the back of the hymn book. 
 

MUSIC 
At St. Martin’s we are richly blessed by many fine musicians.  We 
encourage you to acknowledge their contributions to worship through 
silence, or when impelled by the Spirit, through applause. 
 

 
OUR CHURCH LEADERSHIP TEAM 

 

Bob McPherson - Chair of the Board 
Cathy Anderson - Secretary of the Board 
James Cook – Treasurer 
Kevin Hurlburt – Caretaker 
Brandy Emmerich –  Office Administrator 
Melina Torrence – Administrative Assistant 
Brian Walton - Pastoral Care & Worship Leadership 
Keith Hall - Youth, Young Adults, Newcomer Relations,         
                     Volunteers & Pastoral Care 
Darren Wooff – Children’s Ministry & Outreach 
Betty Lou Agnew - Organist 
Cara Wilson - Handbell Choir 
Keith Hall & Erin Tempel - Contemporary Singers 
Alayna Moxness – 9:30 am Pianist 
Aliah Nelson & Mars Zhao - Sanctuary Choir 
Lori Cline Flath – Band Together 
Donna Thiessen – Little Voices United 

 
 

 
A congregation of The United Church of Canada 

2617 Clarence Avenue, Saskatoon, SK (343-7101) 
E-mail: office@stmartinsuc.com Website: www.stmartinsuc.com 

 

Vision:  To be a thriving, welcoming faith community  
that makes the example of Christ relevant to our living. 

 

 

Seventeenth Sunday of Pentecost, October 8, 2017, 11 a.m.  

Words of Welcome 
Acknowledgement of the Land 
Lighting the Christ Candle 
 
Invitation to Worship 
You are invited to 
  welcome the Spirit into your minds and your thinking;  
    welcome the Spirit into your senses and your perceiving;  
      welcome the Spirit into your throats and your speaking;  
        welcome the Spirit into your hearts and your loving;  
Might we become people through which 
  the Holy is made known in the world. 
 
Opening Prayer   
Creator of the Rocks and Wind; God of All Peoples, 
  we acknowledge that our hearts can become heavy and confused 
when we think about the legacy from our ancestors 
  of colonialism and residential schools. 
We intend to be loving and respectful of all people 
  and find it hard to be inheritors of past wrongs. 
Help us to discern our way, to build connection, 
  to reconcile, and to heal all that wounds your people. 
Remembering the inspiration of the Christ, we pray.  Amen. 
 
Sharing the Peace 
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Lifting our Voices in Song  
 “Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom” MV#10 

Story Time with Dianne 

Children and Youth are Invited Downstairs 

Covenanting with two of St. Martin’s Ministries 
The church recognizes the diverse gifts of its members,  
  and celebrates the particular ministry of each person. 
There are different kinds of spiritual gifts,  
  but the same Spirit gives them. 
There are different ways of serving, but the same God is served. 
Christ is like a single body, which has many parts.  
We are all Christ’s body, and each one is part of it. 
 
Statement of Purpose 

Promises of the Prayer Shawl Ministry and  
the Ministry-by-Phone Volunteers 

You have heard God’s call to serve in a particular ministry; 
  some of you knit the congregations love into prayer shawls; 
  some of you extend the congregation’s love by phone; 
  all of you serve Christ’s church through your actions. 
Having prayerfully considered the responsibilities of your respective 
ministries, do you willingly give of your time and talents in the service 
of Christ’s church? 
I do. 
Will you offer your best and exercise your ministry faithfully? 
I will, God being my helper.  
Promises of the Congregation 
You have heard those who have answered God’s call to these 
ministries.  Let us pledge to them our support. 
We celebrate your gifts. We promise to honour the ministry you are 
providing and to support you with prayer, that together we may be 
a caring community of faith. 

Let us pray: 
Loving God, send your Spirit upon these who serve in your name 
that together we may reflect your love and grace. Amen. 
 

Community News 

Prayer of Reconciliation  
Great Comforter, we know that we are surrounded  
  by a legacy of pain.  
We acknowledge the grief and sorrow that can result 
  when we do not live respectfully with one another. 
As we consider the stories of our Indigenous peoples 
  help us to receive the painful stories  
    as well as the inspiring stories;  
  and the courage to own feelings of vulnerability and shame.  
Lead us through our aching and regret 
  toward your dream of wholeness for all peoples. 
Transform us and our community  
  so that we might work toward reconciliation and new life. Amen. 
 
Lifting our Voices in Song  
 “God Weeps” MV#78 
 
Minute for Mission 

Offering Our Gifts  

Offering Song “Grateful” 
 Grateful for the life you give us 
 Thankful for your Holy Son 
 Joyful in your Spirit flowing 
 Overall, O God of love 
 Grateful for the Bread of Heaven 
 Thankful for your Holy Word, 
 Joyful in your mercy flowing, 
 We will praise you. 



 
Praying for Ourselves and Others 
 & the Lord’s Prayer (sung VU 959) 
 
Listening for God’s Word: Genesis 32:22–31 
22 The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, 
and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took 
them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that 
he had. 24 Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until 
daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, 
he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint 
as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is 
breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless 
me.” 27 So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, 
“Jacob.” 28 Then the man[a]said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, 
but Israel,[b] for you have striven with God and with humans,[c] and 
have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” 
But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed 
him. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel,[d] saying, “For I have seen God 
face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31 The sun rose upon him as 
he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.   
 
Response to the Reading 
 
Lifting our Voices in Song  
 “Spirit, Open My Heart” MV#79 
  
Words of Blessing  
 
Sung Blessing “Take Up His Song” MV 213  
 “Take up his song of faith and go into the world 
 Take up his song of faith in ev’ry moment. 
      In ev’ry moment of the journey, we’re laying down our lives; 
 Lay them down in faith, lay them down and take up his song. 

 (Sung twice) 
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