
  WELCOME 
If you are a visitor or newcomer, our first hope is that you will 

experience God’s love and care.  Our second hope is that you will also 
experience our love and care.  Some of us are shy and quiet.  Others of 

us are bold and outgoing.  Yet, in all our ways we want to say:  
“YOU ARE WELCOME!” 

 
Offering gifts to God’s service is an integral part of our worship.  Many 
people at St. Martin’s have chosen to make their offering by post-dated 
cheque or PAR.  Others prefer weekly offering envelopes.  Visitors and 
guest should not feel obligated to share in our offering, but may do so 
using the envelope in the back of the hymn book. 
 

MUSIC 
At St. Martin’s we are richly blessed by many fine musicians.  We 
encourage you to acknowledge their contributions to worship through 
silence, or when impelled by the Spirit, through applause. 
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Vision:  To be a thriving, welcoming faith community  
that makes the example of Christ relevant to our living. 

 

 

The Sunday before Advent - November 26, 2017 
9:30 a.m.  

Words of Welcome 
Acknowledgement of the Land 
Community News 
 
Invitation to Worship 
Come, those who seek a path to live by; 
  Come, those who would explore the teachings of Jesus, 
    Come, those who open themselves to life’s Holiness. 
We come seeking, exploring and opening ourselves 
  to the wonder and mystery of the Christmas story 
    and the good news that God is in our midst. 
   
Opening Prayer   
Source of Life and Love, we long for you to be with us – 
  not as an echo from the distant past; 
    nor as a fixed entity of conservative religion; 
but as a presence that empowers our inner life 
  and animates our care for the world. 
As Christ was born of Mary so long ago, 
  may the Spirit of Christ be born anew in us 
that we too may be “God-bearers” in our world.  Amen. 
     
Lifting our Voices in Song  
 “Come Touch our Hearts” MV#12 (vs. 1, 2, 4 & 5) 

Story Time with Brian 
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Children and Youth are Invited Downstairs 

Prayer of Reconciliation  
 
Listening for God’s Word Luke 2: 21 – 38 
When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been 
completed, Joseph and Mary took Jesus to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord … Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was 
righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 
he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. Moved by the Spirit, 
he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus 
to do for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his 
arms and praised God, saying: 

"Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
you now dismiss your servant in peace.  
For my eyes have seen your salvation,  
which you have prepared in the sight of all people,  
a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
and for glory to your people Israel." 

There was also a prophetess … She was … eighty-four. She never left the 
temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. Coming up to 
them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the 
child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 
Band Together 
 
Reflections on the Theme 
 
Lighting of the First Advent Candle  
 
Theme Song:  “ I Need a Silent Night”  
I need a silent night, a holy night to hear an angel voice, 
through the chaos and the noise.  
I need a midnight clear, a little peace right here,  
to end this crazy day with a silent night.  
To end this crazy day with a silent night.  
 

Response to the Reading 
 
Lifting our Voices in Song  
 “Hope is a Star” VU#7 

Offering Our Gifts  

Offering Song “In Gratitude and Humble Trust”  VU#544 
In Gratitude and Humble trust 
we bring our gifts today 
to serve your cause and share your love 
with all along life’s way. 
O God, who gave yourself to us 
in Jesus Christ, your Son. 
teach us to give ourselves each day  
until life’s work is done. 

 
Praying for Others and Ourselves  
The Prayer of Jesus  
 
Lifting our Voices in Song  
 “May the God of Hope Go with Us”  VU#424 

Words of Blessing  
 
Sung Blessing   “Hope Shines Like a Solitary Star”   MV#220 

Hope shines as the solitary star, 
faith is the inner light. 
You and I together  
mirror the Light of Lights, 
and illumine the pathway home. 
(Repeat) 

 


