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In the spirit of reconciliation 
let us acknowledge our relationship 

with the Indigenous people of this land.

We acknowledge 
that we are gathering for worship 

on the traditional lands of the First Nations 
and the homeland of the Metis.  

We are all Treaty people 
bound by the understandings 
made between our ancestors 

and the original peoples 
in the agreement known as Treaty Six.



Community Concerns 



Passing the Peace



Invitation to Worship



Come, those who seek a path to live by;
Come, those who would explore 

the teachings of Jesus,
Come, those who open themselves to life’s Holiness.

We come seeking, exploring and opening ourselves
to the wonder and mystery of the Christmas story

and the good news that God is in our midst.



Opening Prayer  
Creator and Sustainer of Life,

we pause in the community of your people today.
We know that within this room 

there are hearts filled with faith and doubt,
hope and disappointment, joy and sorrow.

Call us to be present to one another 
with the gifts of the Spirit 



ready to listen or remain still,
ready to comfort or to wait,
ready to speak the good news 

or simply to cherish it.
Help us be to our sisters and brothers 

as you are to us,
a sign of hope and a companion for the journey.  

Amen



“Angels We Have Heard on High”
VU #38

Words: French traditional, translation James Chadwick. 
Music: French carol melody, arranged by Edward Shippen Barnes. 

Public Domain. 



Story Time with Darren 



Children and Youth are invited 
downstairs…..



Prayer of Reconciliation



“Blest are They” 
VU#896

Words, Music: David Haas © 1985 G.I.A. Publications, Inc. G.I.A. 
Publications, Inc. OneLicense #A-722238



Minute for Mission 



Offering Our Gifts



“In Gratitude and Humble Trust” 
Voices United #544 (tune:VU64)

: Frank von Christierson 1960, 
alt. © 1961 by The Hymn Society. 

All rights reserved. 
Used by permission of 

Hope Publishing Company. 
Once License #A-722238 



Praying for Others and Ourselves 



Our Mother and our Father, who art 
in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those
who trespass against us. 



And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 
Amen.



Listening for God’s Word



Luke 1:5 – 25
5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a 
priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly 
order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, 
and her name was Elizabeth. 6 Both of them were 
righteous before God, living blamelessly according to 
all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. 7 
But they had no children, because Elizabeth was 
barren, and both were getting on in years.



8 Once when he was serving as priest before God and 
his section was on duty, 9 he was chosen by lot, 
according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter 
the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. 10 Now 
at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly 
of the people was praying outside. 11 Then there 
appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the 
right side of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah 
saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. 



13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him 
John. 14 You will have joy and gladness, and many 
will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great in the 
sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong 
drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the 
Holy Spirit. 16 He will turn many of the people of 
Israel to the Lord their God. 17 With the spirit and 
power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the 
hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord.”



18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How will I know that 
this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting 
on in years.” 19 The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I 
stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to 
speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 But 
now, because you did not believe my words, which 
will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, 
unable to speak, until the day these things occur.”
21 Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, 
and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary. 



22 When he did come out, he could not speak to 
them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in 
the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and 
remained unable to speak. 23 When his time of 
service was ended, he went to his home.24 After those 
days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months 
she remained in seclusion. 



Band Together



Reflections on the Theme



Lighting of 
the Third Advent Candle



Theme Song 
“I Need a Silent Night” 

Words and Music by Chris Eaton and Amy Grant 
Hal Leonard Publishing 2008 

One License A-722238

* 



Response to the Reading 



“In Suffering Love” 
VU#614 

Words: Rob Johns 1983 © 1987 Elinor Johns, Apt. 305, 1 Evergreen 
Place, Winnipeg, MB R3L 0E9. Music: Gardiner's Sacred Melodies. 

Words: Elinor Johns. Music: Public Domain.  
OneLicense #A-722238



Covenant with Congregational 
Members 

of the Joint Search Committee



(members of the Joint Search Committee are
invited forward).

Today we recognize those members of our 
congregation who have agreed to serve on the 
Joint Search Committee to call and employ a 
new Minister in our church.
Friends, we celebrate with joy and gratitude that 
you have been chosen by this congregation 
for service on the Joint Search Committee.



We pray that you will possess the gift of 
discernment and that you will prayerfully, wisely 
and faithfully recommend a new minister for 
our congregation.
As you assume these responsibilities on our 
behalf will you continue to engage in regular 
worship and prayerful reflection, and will you 
remain open to the movement of God’s Spirit?
We will God being our helper.



Will you the congregation of St. Martin’s 
Church honour the work of these people
and hold them in your prayers.
We will God being our helper.
In the name of God:  Creator, Christ and Spirit
we affirm you and your work on the Joint 
Search Committee.
May God bless you in your work and nurture 
you through the Spirit.  Amen.



Words of Blessing



“Hope Shines Like a Solitary Star” 
More Voices # 220

Words: Catherine Faith MacLean  
Music: Janet Bauman Tissandier

Words copyright © 
Catherine Faith MacLean.  

Music copyright © Janet Bauman Tissandier
Once License #A-722238  
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